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FOREWORD
Dr. Maheswar Neog

Jawaharlal Nehru Professor, Gauhati University

I am indeed very happy in having to introduce Dr. Nirmal
Kumar Basu’s Assam in the Ahom Age to the public. This is
an eminently readable narrative made out of an account of the
political and economic conditions, social and cultural developments
during the six centuries of Ahom rule in this north-eastern corner
of India. Dr. Basu has pleasantly drawn from all available
sources, primary, secondary and tertiary, in his attempt to find
a continuity in the great historical events. After an useful intro-
duction, the political history of Assam is recounted here in one
chapter (ch. II) while polity (ch. III) and economy (ch, IV)
engage him for two further chapters. The rest of the work forms
the real body of his work, which in its original form as Studies
in the Social and Cultural Conditions of Assam under the Ahoms
was accepted for the Doctor of Philosophy degree of Gauhati
University (1967). Here for the first time we get a comprehen-
sive story of the cultural life of the people of Assam during the
Ahom period. Some of the Ahom sovereigns prided that they
“rendered eleven houses into one.” The reader may probably
observe the forces which made this integration of many races
and tribes possible while the Ahoms, who gave up their own
language, religion and way of life, merged into the Assamese
people and contributed to the growth of Assamese language,
literature and culture. Dr. Basu, depending mainly on secondary
sources though, renders an immensely interesting account of
society, religion and education ; language and literature ; tradi-
tional sciences and fine arts (music, dance, painting, architecture
and sculpture) of the period. In the concluding chapter he tries
to assess the contribution of the Age to the cultural life of Assam
and the causes—which form a controversial subject—that brought
about the decline and fall of the Ahoms.

I believe that the reader will find an absorbing interest in
the thesis, which is characterised by industry, fulness of informa-
tion and ease and facility of narration.



- PREFACE

Born and brought up in Assam, 1 had a long-cherished
desire to know more of the life and culture of the peoples inhabi-
ting this beautiful land than could be possible by casual observa-
tion. This desire became keener and I got ready for the arduous
search and deep Study involved, nearly ten years ago, when on
my expressing a wish to take up some work in Delhi, Shrimati
Indira Gandhi, now our Prime Minister, advised that I Should
rather take up some work in Assam instead. I have ever since
felt grateful for the valuable advice. I began enquiries regard-
ing sources, original and secondary, that might be helpful for
the Project. All my colleagues in the Kanoi Colleges of Dibru-
garh including Principal Dr. J. R, Basu, Principal L. P. Dutt,
Principal S. C. Dutt and Principal B. C. Bhattacharya, Profs.
P. C. Jain, B. P. Chakravarty, S. N. Barua, N. Choudhury and
M. L. Bose, Profs. (Mrs.) Beena Choudhury and (Mrs.)
Sharadamma Rao, Dr. B. N. Choudhury and Dr. C. D. Mishra
and others were unfailing in their encouragement to my endea-
vours, particularly whenever I had worries over the very slow
progress of the work, consequent on the unavoidable necessity of
continuing the research and my normal teaching and administra-
tive work simultaneously. Principal Basu’s researches on Indology,
then being carried on, were a great impetus. Principal L. P. Dutt,
at present Rector, Dibrugarh University, assisted all along. It
was he who personally took the trouble of taking my petition
for a Book-Grant to Shillong for submission to the Education
Directorate. It was he who later introduced me to Dr. Birinchi
Kumar Barua, one of the great scholars of Assam. My heartfelt
thanks go to all my colleagues. I gratefully remember the valu-
able suggestions that Dr, A. K. Barkakoty, Registrar, Dibrugarh
University kindly offered regarding my work. Dr. P. C. Goswami,
then Assistant Director of Public Instruction, Assam, promptly
took action on my oetition for a Book-Grant and this facilitated
carly sanction of a Book-Grant by the Central Govt., which
enabled me to purchase much-needed books and journals. I
have never tired of expressing my gratitude to Dr. Goswami for
this timely help. I feel indebted to the Govt. of Assam and the
Govt. of India for the help and encouragement.



[ ix ]

Dr. P. C. Choudhury, a most reputed and outstanding Scholar
of Assam, and Director, Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies, Gauhati was kind enough to permit me to study in the
Department’s Library and to consult rare manuscripts preserved
there. 1 gratefully remember his ready advice and assistance
in the matter of research generally and of scrutiny and use of
manuscripts in particular.

I convey my grateful thanks to Shri Premadhar Choudhury,
then Curator, Assam Museum, who was good enough to allow
me to work in the Museum and also to consult rare books from
his personal Library. I am also grateful to Shri J. Sarma,
Librarian, Gauhati University, and Shri Gajendra Nath Phukan,
Librarian, Assam High Court, and Shri P. D. Rajkhowa, Libra-
rian, D.H.S.K. College for having always readily helped me with
books, journals, manuscripts and Gazetteers etc., which facilitated
research and for offering me all opportunities for work in their
respective Libraries.

I sincerely thank all my friends, relations, acquaintances,
and also Office Staff of D.H.S.K. College and D.H.S.K. Commerce
College, Dibrugarh whose help in various ways and encourage-
ment immensely contributed to the progress of this long-drawn
Project.

I am also deeply indebted to Dr. Bisheswar Prasad of Delhi
University and Dr. J. N. Sarkar of Jadavpur University, renowned

scholars for their very kind advice and valuable suggestions
regarding my work.

Dr. Birinchi Kumar Barua kindly agreed to guide my
research. I remember what he told me once, “Basu, research
takes time. There cannot be a rigidly fixed time-schedule for
research as in the case of construction of a building. Be patient
and carry on.” I shall ever cherish as a prized possession the letter
that he appeared to have hurriedly written to me, busy as he was,
only a few days before his sad, sudden demise and wherein he
listed a few books for my careful study.

Dr. Barua introduced me to Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, the pre-
eminent Scholar of wide repute and the great pioneer of historical
research in Assam. I shall not forget the days I spent in his
Study, taking no'es from his rare collections and the affection and
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care with which he advised me on methodology of research and
how to proceed. He said one day, “Research is ‘Sadhana’.
Basu, Don’t spoil your work by making undue haste.” The
passing away of Dr. Barua and later of Dr. Bhuyan meant a
sorrowful set-back to the momentum of progressive research in
Assam. Personally, I was left confused at a time when my
researchs were yet to be carried on and I required continued help

and guidance.

I approached Dr. Maheswar Neog, Jawaharlal Nehru Pro-
fessor and Head of the Department of Assamese, Gauhati Uni-
versity whose researches on literature and culture of Assam have
earned him wide acclaim, and he kindly and very readily agreed
to accept me as a research worker under him. I am laid under a
deep debt of gratitude to him. He tirelessly and painstakingly
guided my work ; he was not only my ‘Guide’ but became a
‘Friend, and Philosopher’ as well, whose assistance, advice and
guidance smoothened and opened up the ways to fascinating
discoveries for me and enabled me to have glimpses of the
different facets of the life and culture of the Assamese people
during the six hundred years of Ahom Rule, preceding the British
occupation of Assam.

In this work attempts have been made to correlate and
render these glimpses into a comprehensive picture of the times.
The picture drawn, I most admit, is neither complete nor perfect.
¥ shall consider my endeavours rewarded if this picture is com-
pleted and perfected by fresh researchers in years to come.

In conclusion, I convey my sense of grateful appreciation
to Shri Shyamapada Bhattacharya of Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar,
Calcutta, whose very sincere and hard labour has made possible
the speedy publication of the present work.

Dibrugarh, Assam Nirmal Kumar Basu
June, 1970. |
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

GENERAL :

India is a great country and Assam is an integral part of it.
The life and culture of the great Indian people have been an
amalgam and synthesis of the life and culture of the diverse
peoples, living in different parts of the country. The life and
culture of the people of Assam also have contributed to the flow
of Indian life and culture through the ages. Therefore, the
study of Indian history is incomplete without a study of regional
histories including the history of Assam, which happens to be a
necessary, important component of the history of India.

The people of Assam with their achievements and failures,
their qualities and failings, their customs and habits are as much
the products of their history, environment and other circumstances
as any other people living in any other part of this country or
Indians as a whole. To be able to gain knowledge, therefore,
of different aspects of life as it was lived in Assam in the past,
a critical study of the chequered course of her history is indis-
pensable.

It is in this perspective that in the following pages, an
attempt will be made to study and examine events, trends and
ideas prevalent in Assam, particularly in the age of the Ahoms.
How was life in Assam in this period that saw uninterrupted
freedom for the Assamese people for six hundred years? What
were the elements in the political, economic, social, and cultural
life of the people that helped the sustenance of this long-drawn
freedom ? What were the weaknesses and failings in the regime
that caused and ended in the ultimate fall of an one-time opulent
kingdom ? How did Ahom rule affect and influence the life
and culture of the Assamese people ? An attempt will be made
to answer these and similar other queries with a critical com-
mentary on the facts and ideas of the age.

GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS :
India presents a picture of great variety. The same is true
of Assam with its diverse peoples and races in the various stages
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of civilisation, hills and forests, the big river Bruhmaputra and
small streams, elevated plateaus and wide valleys, heavy rainfall,
luxuriant vegetation and fertile lands, moist climate and magni-
ficent natural scenery, expansive greeneries and rich minerals,
abundant harvests and again devastating floods and earthquakes.
Assam is not only an integral and important part of India ; she
epitomises India in a very real sense, she being a replica of India
in miniature. Intrinsic similarities apart, it must not be difficult
for a keen observer to discern the unique resemblance between
the outline political maps of pre-partition India and Assam.
There are thus points of similarities between the whole and the
part in respect of their common problem and solutions thereof
to be achieved. '

Known by different names at different periods, Pragjyotisa,
Kamarupa or Assam, this State of India is as old as India and
had political, cultural and commercial contacts with the rest of
India through the period of its recorded history and has tradi-
tions of such contacts even during pre-historic times. These
contacts were not confined to India only but extended to other
lands in the East and the West!.

It is said that geographical configuration with the country
intersected by mountain ranges and also bordered by the same
including the majestic Himalayas on the north, with communica-
tions made difficult by uneven terrain and dense forests, has
served as natural barriers isolating Assam and making the
Assamese people exclusive. This view can at best contain a
partial truth. True, geographical factors have made Assam an
‘anthropological museum’ by reducing contacts inter se amongst
the diverse races and tribes living in the hills and the plains
and causing wide divergences between the levels of life attained

1. Dr. V. S. Agrawala says that owing to its topographical
features, this ancient land was named in olden times as
Pragjyotisha, a geographical appellation based on Pragjyo-
tika, ie., the eastern path or mountain passage or Purva-
jyotika passing over the Patkai hills towards China and
North Burma and several Duars leading from the hills to the
plains of the Brahmaputra Valley, his Presidential Address,
All {nfcflia Oriental Conference, 22nd Session, Gauhati, 1965,
pp. 1-ff.
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by the tribes in the border areas, hill peoples and plains peoples.
Yet these geographical barriers have not been insurmountable
obstacles to successive streams of migrations into the land through
the mountain passes and ‘Duars’ in the North and the North-East
and both-way traffic in goods and movements of peoples between
Assam and the rest of India through the great artery of contacts,
the navigable Brahmaputra. There are copious references in
Assam’s history of international contacts that were maintained
by India and Assam through Assam. During Bhaskarvarman’s
time, the sea-route to the East was said to have been controlled
by Assam? Thus the Assamese people can be said to have
been exclusive to the extent necessary for diplomatically and
zealously guarding their freedom against foreign aggression.
Internally also, this was true in Assam, considering how turbu-
lently and surely, with a great measure of success over long
periods, the hill tribes resisted interference with their tribal free-
dom and customs. To say Assam has been made exclusive in
any other sense by her geography will not be correct ; and the
coexistence in this land even upto this day of such variety of
races, communities, customs, cultural standards, is at once a
standing refutation of such an assertion. Assam has been a
cauldron of diverse racial strains and cultures and the interming-
ling and assimilation and synthesising have been proceeding
through the centuries slowly but surely towards making Assamese
life and culture a distinct, typical strain® in the great pattern
of variegated but basically unified Indian ways of life and culture.

All this is not to say that geography does not condition
history nor that geography did not help or hinder the Assamese
people. Difficulties of communication caused by geographical
factors were surely one of the cogent causes of the ability of the
Ahom rulers in repelling attempted foreign aggressions and pre-
venting foreign aggressors having foot-hold on Ahom land except
for brief periods. Mir Jumlah’s chronicler, Shihabuddin com-
plains* of the unsuitable climate, prevalent diseases, excessive

2. K. L. Barua, Early History of Kamarupa, p. 80.

3. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., p. 118.

4. Gait, A History of Assam, pp. 141-ff.



4 ASSAM IN THE AHOM AGE

rains and floods and consequent difficulties of movements, and
Mir Jumlah’s retreat and discomfiture may surely be attributed
to these factors amongst others.

The broad lands of the fertile Brahmaputra valley have
been the seat of the growth and decline of successive spurts of
civilisation from very early times. Good, salubrious climate,
on the banks of the Brahmaputra, ease of navigability of the river,
great fertility of the area, all combined in sustaining civilised
and progressive life, while the very advantages mentioned made
for ease of life and easy life in course of time, sapped the energy
and vitality of the residents of the Valley, turning them lazy and
unnerving them and making them unfit for the struggle for exis-
tence and continuous progress®. Virile hordes from across the
borders or from the hill areas in such circumstances ousted these
peoples who had already become soft and took possession of
the Valley for fresh spurts of civilisation under them to be driven
out again with the setting in of their degeneration with the lapse
of time8. Thus geography as everywhere else played its full
part in Assam also.

Assam broadly divided into the Brahmaputra Valley and
the Surma Valley and into hills and plains and comprising Goal-
para, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, Sylhet,
Cachar, Manipur and Tripura and the Garo, Khasi-Jaintia, Naga,
North Cachar and Mikir and Mizo Hills and NEFA area, is the
picture that comes before the minds’ eyes of most people con-
templating of Assam as it has been through the ages with addi-
tion at times of Northern Bengal as also Eastern Bengal down
to the sea’.

It may be mentioned here that the Ahoms designated Assam
as Mungdunsun Kham or the country full of golden gardens®.
The Ahoms surely came upon a beautiful, fertile country pos-
sessing immense natural and mineral resources, present and

5. Ibid p. 7.

6. Ibid p. 8.

7. K. L. Barua, Early History of Kamarupa, p. 10; B. K. Barua,
A Cultural History of Assam (Early Period), vol. i, p. 3.

8. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, p. 25.
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potential. The land over which they spread their dominion was
in early times known as Pragjyotisa or Kamrup and came to be
known as Assam only since and after their advent.

According to some, ‘Assam’ is derived from the word
‘Asama’, meaning ‘uneven’ as distinguished from ‘Samatata’ or
the level plains of Bengal. The tradition amongst the Ahoms
is that ‘Asama’ in the sense of ‘unequalled’ or ‘peerless’, as the
Ahoms were, as distinguished from the native populations whom
they conquered, was the origin of the present name of the land
over which they spread their sway. The Ahoms called themselves
Tai (glorious, celestial) and their exploits here earned them
local admiration as expressed in the appellation ‘Asama’ from
which ‘Assam’ seems to be derived. This explanation of the
origin of the name seems most plausible®. Or, as suggested by
Dr. B. Kakati, ‘Assam’ might have come from ‘Asama’ which
in its turn was the Sanskritisation of ‘Acham’ (Tai Cham, mean-
ing to be defeated, therefore, Acham, with the Assamese prefix
a, meaning ‘undefeated’—‘unconquered’’®. Dr. Suniti Kumar
Chatterji points out that the Burmese came to know the Shan
section of the Thai-s who settled in North-Western Burma, and
who form an important element of the population of Burma
now, by a name which in old Burmese was written down as
‘Rham’ but in modern Burmese this form ‘Rham’ is read as
Shan. He affiliates the Indian forms Acama-Asama-Ahom
(Ahama) to the Burmese, Rham (Rhwam)-Growm-Gywom-Klom
and says that “the word Ahom therefore is just an Indian modi-
fication of the Burmese Rham” and that similarly ‘Assam’ is
also to be explained as being based on a later sibilant modifica-
tion in the word ‘Rham’, which also gave the names Siam and
Shan.!! The name may also be traced to the Boro word Ha-com
(meaning the low or level country)!2. It may also be mentioned

9. B. K. Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, p. 4.

10. Ibid.

11. S. K. Chatterji, The name °‘Assam-Ahom’, Journal of the
Asiatic Society, letters, vol. xxii, 1956, No. 2, pp. 147-153:
S. K. Chatterji, The place of Assam in the History and
Civilisation of India, pp. 41-43.

12. B. K. Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, p. 4
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that according to the account of the early history of the Mikirs,
prepared by Theng Kur Sing Ingti of Golaghat, ‘Assam’ or ‘Asam’
or the ‘uneven country’ is the name of the new kingdom that
was established by the Mikir prince, Singbarbe from whose name
which meant ‘uneven’, the kingdom set up by him got its name'®.,

After the recovery of Western Assam from the Moguls in
July, 1682, during the reign of Gadadhar Singha, the boundaries
of Assam remained fixed and unaltered till the occupation of the
country by the British. Thus the kingdom of Assam, as it was
constituted during the last 140 years of Ahom rule, roughly
corresponded to the five present districts of the Brahmaputra
Valley—Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur,
and portions of the Sadiya Frontier Tract, and was bounded on
the north by a range of mountains inhabited by the Bhutanese,
Akas, Duflas and Abors ; on the east, by another line of hills
peopled by the Mishmis and Singphos ; on the south, by the Garo,
Khasi, Naga and Patkai Hills and on the West, by the Manas
or Manaha river and the Habraghat Pargana in the Bengal district
of Rungpore. The kingdom where it was entered from Bengal
commenced from the Assam Choky on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra, opposite Goalpara ; while on the south bank it
commenced from the Nagarbara hill at a distance of 21 miles
to the east of Goalpara. The kingdom was about 500 miles in
length with an average breadth of 60 miles!t.

Dr. John Peter Wade in his Geographical Sketch of Assam ;
says :—

“The kingdom of Assam is seven hundred miles in length
and from sixty to eighty in breadth. In a few places however
of Upper Assam, where the mountainous confines recede farthest,
the breadth greatly exceeds this proportion ; and it will be within
a very moderate calculation to consider the surface as contain-
ing about sixty thousand square miles ; an extent much superior
to that of England, which is stated at forty-nine thousand four
hundred and fifty. From this computation may be deducted

13. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Assam Buranji, Introduction, pp.
XXXIV-XXXV. ,

14 S. K. Bhuyan, Tung-Khungia Buranji, Introduction, pp. XXVI-
XXVII; S. K. Bhuyan, Anglo-Assamese Relations, p. 1.
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the numerous rivers which every where intersect the country.
I shall not offer a vague conjecture on the sum of this deduction ;
but it will not be exaggeration to say, that the remainder exhibits
a highly fertile soil throughout ; for even the great number of
hills, which are interspersed in every part of Assam, are sus-
ceptible of cultivation, and increase considerably the arable
superfices.”

“From this computation of squarc miles are excluded all
the dependencies and conquered countries, in or beyond the
mountainous limits which surround Assam in every direction, as
well as several provinces of Eastern Bengal, which formerly
acknowledged their subjection to the Assam Government.”

“Assam is a Valley, and extends between the 25th and 28th
degrees north latitude, and 94 and 99 degrees of longitude E.
from Greenwich. This extent to the East-ward beyond the
capital Gargaon is of course conjectured, for it was not my fortune
to fall in with a single native who had travelled to the utmost
limits of Assam in that direction. The kingdom is separated
by the great stream of the Brahmaputra into three grand divisions
called Uttarkol or Uttarpar, Dakhinkol or Dakhinpar and the
Majuli or great island. The first denotes the provinces lying
on the north side of Brahmaputra, the second those on the south.
The Majuli is a large island in the middie. It is also divided into
Upper and Lower Assam ; the first includes the country above
Kaliabar, where the river diverges into two considerable streams
s far as the mountainous confines to the north and south.
This division included the whole of Assam at an earlier period ;
but the lower provinces to the Westward having been afterwards
annexed by conquest to the dominions of the Swargadeo, became
a separate Government under an officer entitled Bura-Phukan
with the powers of a Viceroy. The distinction of Uttarkol and
Dakhinkol were previous to the period in question, applicable
to Upper Assam ; and the more learned among the natives affect
to confine those appellations even now to the Eastern provinces
only™18,

Such is the geographical variety of a land whose history,
which is no less varied, we should study.

15. J. P. Wade, A Geographical Sketch of Assam, 1800, pp. 2-ff.
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POPULATION :
The population of Ahom Assam before the commencement

of the Moamaria revolt in 1769-1770 was estimated by Guna-
bhiram Barua to be about two million and a half. The Burmese
are said to have diminished the population by half during 1817-
1825 ; and similar reductions had occurred during the Moamaria
disturbances. The population was on the increase since 1825
and the total population of the Assam Valley in 1931 was
4,855,711 according to the Census of 1931'¢  Assam today
is inhabited by more than a crore of people according to the
latcst Census.

As today the population of Assam has always been a mixed
one, comprising various racial elements. Assam has become
a museum of races, being situated in one of the great migration
routes of mankind. The possible routes of migration were :
through the north or the mountain passes of Tibet, Nepal and
Bhutan ; through valley of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra from
India and the West ; by sea or the Bay of Bengal, passing through
Bengal or Burma ; and the Assam-Burma routes, one over the
Patkai passes in the north-east, leading from the Ledo-Marghe-
rita road to China through the Hukawang Valley in Burma and
the other through Manipur and Cachar in the South-east or south
of Assam. The various racial elements from India on the one
side and from South-east Asia on the other, passing through
Assam left their substratum in both the hills and the plains!”.

There has been intermingling of races on so wide a scale
that pure types are difficult to point out here as any where else
in a greater or lesser degree. The Negritos, the Austro-Asiatic
Mon-khmar Khasi-Syntengs, the Indo-Chinese, Tibeto-Burmans
comprising Aka-Dafla-Miri-Abor-Mishmi Group, Naga Group and
Bodo Group, the Alpine Aryans, the Aryans, the Dravidians,
the Tais or Shans, all came, lived and mingled ; and have left
their traces on the peoples of the State in varying degrees and in
differing combinations and proportions, but in the total popu-

16. S. K. Bhuyan, Anglo-Assamese Relations, p. 1; Tungkhungia
Buranji, Introduction, p. XXVII.

17. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the people
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A. D., p. 82.



INTRODUCTION 9

lation both in the hills and the plains, the Tibeto-Burman element
may be said to be the most pre-dominant and prominent today!®.

The population being a composite one, the culture of the
State has been heterogeneous in content!®, but with the passage
of time and the growth of the spirit of toleration, so characteristic
of life in the whole Indian subcontinent, a spirit of homogeneity
has come to underlie the complex life and culture of the Assamese
people ; and this development has been fostered by gradual pro-
cess of mingling of peoples and of fusion, assimilation and
synthesis of thoughts, ideas and customs and also of successive
conquests of the weak by the virile*°, and of domination of the
inferior civilisations by the superior with their higher standards
of attainments in the fields of language, literature and culture®!.
The Bodos who dominated the Assam scene for long are pro-
gressively taking to the Assamese language. The virile Ahoms
who were masters of the land could not escape the slow but
sure process of Hinduisation and gave up their own language and
adopted Assamese??.

Animism, Buddhism, Tantrikism, Vaisnavism, Ahom beliefs
thrived here ; and have left their impress on the pattern of life
of the people ; they all persist even to this day in a greater or
iesser degree ; and the different communities, Hindus and non-
Hindus, and peoples speaking different provincial languages
besides Assamese with those speaking Assamese coexist and
cooperate for the good of the State ; and Assamese, developed
out of Sanskrit, tends to be the lingua franca within this State?3,
serving as a great cementing force without suppressing linguistic
variety.

18. Ibid., pp. 86-117; S. K. Chatterji, The place of Assam in the
History and Civilisation of India, pp. 9-ff.

19. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the people
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., p. 117.

20. Gait, A History of Assam pp. 7-ff.

21. Ibid., pp. 7.

22. S. K. Chatterji, The Place of Assam in the History and
Civilisation of India, pp. 36-38, 40-ff.

23. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century AD., p. 117.
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After all, as we look at life in Assam in the present, we
cannot miss the great extent to which it has been permeated and
overlaid by the Aryan influence and Aryan culture. Certain
distinguishing marks of this influence stand out. The philoso-
phical attitude towards life, reinforced by Sankarite Vaisnavism,
the spirit of hospitality and of mutual toleration facilitated in
no small measure by the historical necessity of living together,
the growing desire to understand the Indian heritage and unlock
its storehouse with its powerful key which Sanskrit is, admis-
sion and assimilation®* of the ‘non-Aryan’ peoples, customs, ways
and beliefs with reorientation or adaptation, when necessary or
without it into the Aryan fold and participation by all on social
levels at least in the special festivals of some and peculiar to
them, may be religious or social, e.g., the Bihu festival, the
Durga Puja, Tribal Folk Dances etc., are only a few of the
indications of the vitality and penetrating power and pervasive
influence of the Aryan temper which now suffuses, and saturates
the whole pattern of Assamese life.

The multi-coloured texture of the Assamese population has
attracted admiring glance through the ages and has been called
upon to bear the heavy weight of responsibility involved in
cooperative life on the same soil for enjoying the blessings of
strongly guarded freedom and the benefits of settled, civilised life.

PRE-AHOM CONDITIONS :

For a proper understanding of the age of the Ahoms, we
have to go beyond the Ahom period and have glimpses of Assam
as it was before and on the eve of the Ahom period. This is
essential, for history is a continuity and yesterday merges into
today and today extends to tomorrow. It would be wrong to
think that Assamese life and culture as we find them today
are the products of the six hundred years of Ahom Rule only.
The history of one epoch affects, influences and shapes the history
of the succeeding epochs. History is a continuous flow passing
from one end of time to another, at times coursing slowly and
smoothly from one stage of time to another, at others, gushing
forth, and rushing and jolting down from epoch to epoch ; but

24. S. K. Chatterji, Kirata-Jana-Kriti, p. 36.
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whatever the manner of this movement, it deposits its accumu-
lations, big or small on the pattern of life and culture of a people
all through its tortuous course. There may be revolutions or
apparently violent breaks with the past, but at no time can a
succeeding generation have a clean state handed down to it by
the preceding for drawing life a new thereon or beginning life
afresh. This is true of the different periods of Assam’s history
as well. Life under the Ahoms was as much conditioned by life
in the pre-Ahom period as life in Assam today has been condi-
tioned by life in the Ahom and pre-Ahom ages. This is not
to say, however, that each period had not its distinctive and
additional contributions to make to the contents of life on the
march.

Rulers : We know of the long lines of kings who ruled
in Assam (then called Prag Jyotisa or Kamarupa), not to speak
of those like Naraka and Bhagadatta who ruled in pre-historic
times according' to tradition. The Varman line, with important
rulers like Mahendra Varman and Bhutivarman and the illus-
trious monarch, Bhaskarvarman whose fame spread far and
wide ; the line of Salastambha with a great conqueror in Harsa-
deva, Harjjarvarman, the great king, and Vanamalavarmadeva,
the empire-builder of Assam ; the Palaline, with the founder of
its greatness in Ratnapala, a conqueror of repute in Indrapala,
and an accomplished monarch in Dharmapala?®, followed by the
later Kamrupa kings, controlled Assam before the advent of the
Ahoms.

Even after the Ahoms made their appearance in North-East
Assam in 1228 A.D., and gradually extended their domain over
different parts of Assam, portions of Non-Ahom territories of
Assam to the west were under the control of rulers of Kamata
in the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries down to Nilambar?® and
subsequently, under the Koch kings, Viswa Singh and Nara-
narayan in the Sixteenth century ; and to the east ruled the line
of Chutia kings between 13th and 16th centuries (Ratnadhvaj

25. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century AD., pp. 139-277.
26. K. L. Barua, Early History of Kamarupa, pp. 242-269.
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Pala to Dhiranarayan)?’ following the Hindu dynasty founded
according to tradition at Kundil near Sadiya by Bhismak, the
father of Rukmini.

Since the transfer of the capital of Kamrupa to Kamatapur
about 1260 A.D. after the retreat of the invading Muhammadan
army under Tughril Khan Malik Yuzbeg, real control of Eastern
Kamrupa bounded by the Subansiri in the North and the Kapili
in the South passed into the hands of Bara-Bhuyan Chiefs who
were nominally feudatories of the Kamata kings, but actually
petty independent Chiefs over their respective demains. They,
however, used to combine to resist common dangers like Muslim
incursions into the country ; with the end of the rule of the Kamata
king, Nilambar after the capture of Kamatapur in 1496 by
Muhammadans under Hussain Shah, Bara-Bhuyans were freed
from the nominal authority of the Kamata kings. Since they
joined hands and destroyed the Muslim garrison at Hajo left by
Hussain Shah and until the accession of Viswa Singh, the Bhuyans
reigned supreme?s.

Muslim Incursions : The Muhammadan intrusions into
Assam began in the first decade of the 13th century.?® The expe-
dition of 1205-06 A.D. under Muhammad Bin Bukhtiyar proved
a disastrous failure. Kamrupa rose to the occasion and dealt
a heavy blow to the Muslim expeditionary force. Ghiyasuddin
Iwaz in 1227 A.D. entered and ascended up the Brahmaputra
Valley only to meet with similar reverse and had to hurry back
to Gaur. Within two years subsequently, Nasiruddin is said
to have over-thrown the Kamarupa king, placed a successor
on the throne on promise of an annual tribute, and retired
from Kamarupa.

The next invasion was that of Tughril Khan Malik Yuzbeg
about 1257 A.D. He met with a better fate initially and cele-
brated his success by erecting a mosque but with the setting
in of rains, the invading army was reduced to great straits and

27. S. K. Bhuyan, Deodhai Assam Buranji, Introduction, XXVI-
XXVIIIL.

28. K. L. Barua, EBarly History of Kamarupa, pp. 277-284.

29. Ibid., 201-241; J. N. Sarkar, The History of Bengal, Vol. II,
pp. 9-11, 22-ff, 43, 53-ff, 110, 118, 134.



INTRODUCTION 13

had to retreat. The Sultan was killed and the army lost and
only a few could ultimately make good their escape. There
is mention of Muhammad Tughlak’s invasion of Kamarup in
1337 A.D. which is said to have ended in disaster. Some
authorities also speak of intrusions into Kamrupa by Sikandar
Shah in 1357 A.D. and Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah in 1393 A.D.
Sometime between 1397 and 1407 the Muslims invaded Kamata
but were repulsed with the Ahom king Sudangpha’s assistance.
About 1473.74 A.D, there was conflict between the king of
Kamatapur and Sultan Barbak Shah of Bengal whose General
was defeated.

KACHARIS (BODOS) : The Kacharis, known also as
Bodos in the Brahmaputra Valley and as Dimasas in the North
Cachar Hills, were perhaps the earliest known inhabitants of
the Brahmaputra Valley and the duration of their domination
over the Valley must have been very long, as evidenced by the
Bodo names of many of the rivers of Assam even upto this
date.3° The Kacharis were so called long before a section of
them took possession of the district of Cachar. In the thir-
teenth Century the Kachari kingdom was along the south bank
of the Brahmaputra extending from the Dikhu to the Kallang
and including the valley of the Dhansiri and what was later
known as the North Cachar Sub-Division.3!

Khasi-Syntengs : The Khasis and Syntengs represent the
remnants of the first Mongolian migration into India and speak
‘Khasi’ of Mon-Khmer family of languages.?? About the State
of Khairam or Khyriem with the capital at Nongkrem (near
present Shillong), inhabited by the Khasis, not much historical
data of early times have come down to us. For the State of
Jaintia, the habitat of the Syntengs, a traditional list of kings
is available, beginning with Parbat Ray (1500 A.D.). There
are references in Ahom Buranjis to the seventh ruler in the
list, Dhan Manik (1596 A.D.-1605 A.D.) 38

30. Gait, A History of Assam, p. 6.
31. Ibid., pp. 247-ff.
32. Gait, A History of Assam, p. 259.
33. Ibid., pp. 160-ff.
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Political Conditions : With the above political back.
eround in the pre-Ahom age, the peoples of Assam can be said
;o have attained fair standards of progress in different aspects
of life. Politically conscious rulers guarded freedom and foreign
aggressions, particularly Muslim adventurist designs were
effectively countered. Monarchy was the prevalent form of
government and benevolent monarchy was practised and ex-
tolled. The kings were not averse to wars of conquests for
expansion of their kingdom. Diplomacy and foreign relations
received careful attention. Religious toleration was professed
and practised by the rulers.®

Social Conditions : In social relations, achievement of har-
mony was the keynote, though the Varnasrama system prevailed.
Non-Aryans were gradually admitted to the Aryan fold. Non-
Aryan customs and tribal customs found their way into Hindu
practices and the process of gradual assimilation never stopped.
Heterogeneous character of the population made for loss of
rigidity, e.g., in the caste system, dietary practices and marriage
procedures.35 S

Economic Conditions : Economy was by and large agricul-
tural and rural. Cultivation was the mainstay of the people.
Grazing, fishing, hunting were also usual. Industries were small-
scale and pursued in cottages with an eye to perfect finish and
refinement. Weaving, sericulture, embroidery and dyeing, work-
ing in metal, salt and ivory, wooden work, and manufacture of
aromatics were important. Internal and external trade grew,
waterways, roads, sea-routes serving as arteries of commerce.
Silk, raw and manufactured, lac, amber, buffalo and rhinoceros
hide and horns, iron, aloe, musk, cloth, ivory etc., were a few
of the diverse articles of trade that also found export markets.3

34. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., pp. 278-327; B. K.
Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, pp. 39-67.

35. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., pp. 328-357; B. K.
Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, pp. 103-133.

36. Ibid., pp. 358-389; B. K. Barua, A Cultural History of Assam,
pp. 68-102,
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Cultural Conditions : Education and Literature : Education
was intensive rather than extensive. The masses might not have
access to formal education, but even the most modest Hindu
peasant imbibed the spirit of the Epics and the Puranas and had
knowledge thereof—the spirit and the knowledge which were
handed down from the father to the son. The tribal elements
in the population had not much access to Brahmanical learning
and therefore, there were gaps between intellectual and cultural
standards of the learned minority and the ignorant many. San-
skrit learning flourished. Assamese literature that swiftly ad-
vanced from the thirteenth century onwards had been passing
through the formative stage. There was patronage of literary
talents by non-Aryan and Hinduised Kachari, Kamata and Koch
kings also ; and later progress in education and literature owed
a great deal to this patronage. Tantric education and practices
gained many adherents and were forceful influences until the
universalism of Vaisnava education and literature promoted and
nourished by neo-Vaisnavites headed by Sankardeva and Madhav-

deva had greater unifying and ennobling effect on the whole
population.37

Religion : Diverse Aryan and non-Aryan cults prevailed.
The rulers and the peoples alike showed highly developed sense
of religious toleration. Siva and Vishnu, Buddhism and Hindu-
ism, Animism and Aryan beliefs coexisted in perfect peace and
amity. As years rolled by, the non-Aryan ruling families and
tribes were Hinduised and brought within the fold of Hinduism,
e.g., the Manipuris, the Kacharis, the Chutias as also the Ahoms
in the later age. Despite persisting variety of beliefs and reli-
gious practices, social harmony was not disturbed.38

Fine Arts : Architects, masons, sculptors and painters had
skill and reputation. Closer were Assamese art on the one hand
and Gupta art of Pataliputra and Benares Schools and those of
Bihar and Orissa on the other rather than the arts of Assam and

37. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., pp. 390-414; B. K.
Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, pp. 133-141.

38. Ibid., pp. 415-459; B. K. Barua, A Cultural History of Assam,
pp. 142-166.
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of the contemporary Pala School of Bengal. Though fundamen.-
tally based on the Indian traditional system, the fine arts of Assam
exhibited peculiarities of their own, largely because of the effec-
tive presence at all time of considrable proportions of non-Aryan
elements in the population, as illustrated in the ruins from places
like Dimapur, Sadiya, Nowgong and Deopani. These peculiari-
ties of compromise and combination in fine arts and other aspects
of Assamese culture have persisted throughout.??

Life in Assam had such politico-economic and socio-cultural
setting by the time the Ahoms appeared on the scene, destined
to play a historic role that has today become a precious part of
the history of the land and of its people.

39. P. C. Choudhury, The History of Civilisation of the People
of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D., pp. 460-510; B. K.
Barua, A Cultural History of Assam, pp. 167-196.



Chapter 11
POLITICAL HISTORY

Section 1

THE RISE AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE
AHOM KINGDOM

In the beginning of the thirteenth century a band of hardy
hillmen found their way into the eastern extremity of the Brahma-
putra valley. They were the forefathers of the Ahoms who were
destined to set-up and rule over a kingdom in Assam for more
than 600 years. They were a branch of the great Tai race and
belonged particularly to the Shan Section thereof, which occupied
the northern and eastern hill tracts of Upper Burma and Western
Y unnan,

Divine ancestry was attributed to the Ahom kings both by
the Deodhais or the Ahom priests and also by the Brahmin pri-
ests at later date. According to the Deodhais, Lengdon (or Indra
of the Hindus) asked his son Then Kham to go down to earth
to establish a kingdom there. As he was unwilling, his sons,
Khunlung (‘prince-elder’y and Khunlai (‘prince-younger’) des-
cended to earth from heaven by a golden chain in the year 568
AD, and set feet on Mungri-mungram. Lengdon presented
them an idol called Somdeo, which was to be the tutelary- deity
of the Ahom kings, a magic sword or Hengdan, two drums for
invoking divine notice and aid and four cocks for telling the
omens. Khunlung and Khunlai built a town at Mungrimungram.!

Khunlai ousted Khunlung from Mungrimungram whereup-
on Khunlung with the Scmdeo came to and founded a new king-
dom in Mungkhumungjao. He left seven sons of whom the
eldest, who got as his share the kingdom called Mungkang, in-
herited the Somdeo.? Khunlai at Mungrimungram was succeed-
ed by his son Tyaoaijeptyatpha who is said to have founded the

1. Gait, A History of Assam, pp. 73-75; Kashinath Tamuli
Phukan, Assam Buranji, pp. 1-3.
2. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 6.

2



18 ASSAM IN THE AHOM AGE

Aijepi era ; Tyaoaijeptyatpha died childless ; then a descendant
of Khunlung and Khunchu came to occupy the vacant throne.
On the death of this descendant of Khunlung and Khunchu, the
kingdom was divided, Mungrimungram going to one of his sons
and Maulung to another. The son who got Maulung and his
descendants ruled for 333 years and the line then becoming ex-
tinct, another of Khunchu’s descendants was elected king of
Maulung.

Sukapha : Sukapha, the founder of the Ahom kingdom in
Assam was one of the grandsons of this descendant of Khunchu,
who was elected king of Maulung. In consequence of a dispute
with his brothers, Sukapha left the country for Assam in 1215
A.D. carrying the Somdeo with him after having dispossessed
the Raja of Mungkang of it without his knowledge.®* For thir-
teen years Sukapha wandered about the hilly country of the
Patkai with his followers, horses, and elephants till in 1228 A.D.
he arrived in Khamjang. Crossing the Khamjang river in rafts
he came to Nongnyang lake. He occasionally raided Naga
villages. Nagas attempting to resist his advance were defeated
and dealt with severely. He caused some of them to be killed
and roasted, compelling their relatives to eat their flesh. The
morale of the resisters thus broken, the Nagas in the neighbour-
hood hastened to make their submission.*

Sukapha moved from place to place in search of a most
suitable habitat to settle down upon. Dangkaorang, Khamhang-
puna, Namrup, the Sessa river, the Dihing, Tipam, Abhaypur,
Habung, all lay on his route. At Habung, the Ahoms started
cultivation. Then to the mouth of the Dikhu, Ligirigaon and
Simaluguri. In 1253 Sukapha arrived at Charaideo. At Charai-
deo a city was built. There was rejoicing, horses were sacrificed
and prayers were offered.> Sukapha subjugated the Morans and
the Borahis who were in possession of the neighbouring country.
He adopted conciliatory measures towards them after having once
defeated them and treated them as equals and by encouraging

3. Gait, A History of Assam, p. 75.
4. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 6-f.
5. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 7.



POLITICAL HISTORY 19

inter-marriage® helped their fusion into one common nation.
These tribes used to supply elephants, dye, honey and mats and
other products of the jungle in lieu of revenue to the Ahom
kings. He maintained contact with his brother rulers at home
by sending presents of gold and silver. He died in 1268 A.D.?

Sukapha was a brave and enterprising prince, fired by pio-
neering zeal and the adventurer spirit. Sukapha made appoint-
ments to two great and important offices of the State, the Bar
Gohain and the Bura Gohain—offices whose incumbents were
to play important and powerful roles throughout the Ahom rule.
Sukapha was wise and judicious in his treatment of the con-
quered Morans and Borahis but his treatment of the hostile
Nagas was ghastly.8

Suteupha : Suteupha succeeded Sukapha. In his reign
the Kacharis left the country east of the Dikhu to the Ahoms and
there was an expedition against the Naras, which was defeated
and its commander, the Buragohain slain® The next king
Subinpha distributed Ahom subjects between the Bar Gohain
and the Bura Gohain.!?

Sukhangpha : There were hostilities between the Ahoms
and the Raja of Kamata with heavy losses on both sides. The
enemy was weakened and sued for peace and Rajani, the
daughter of the Kamata king was given in marriage to the Ahom
king.}1 The ruler of Mungkang demanded of Sukhangpha pay-
ment of tribute which the latter refused.!®

Sukhrangpha : Sukhrangpha’s half brother, Chao Pulai
(son of Rajani), the Saring Raja conspired against him and
fled to the Raja of Kamata who marched to Athagaon and to
Saring. Sukhrangpha opened negotiations and made up differ-
ences with Chao Pulai.’3

6. Maniram Dewan, M.S. Buranji Viveka-Ratna (D.H.A.S.

No. 272), £. 4b.
7. Gait, History of Assam, p. 78.
8. Ibid., p. 79.
9. Gait, History of Assam, p. 79.
10. Ibid., p. 80.

11. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 13.
12. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 80-ff.
13. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, p. 48.
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Sutupha : Sutupha, brother of Sukhrangpha succeeded.
There were disputes with the Chutiyas. In 1376, the Chutiya
king visited Sutupha and invited him to a regatta on the Safrai
river. While on board the Chutiya king’s barge without attend-
ants, the Ahom king was treacherously murdered.’* No prince
worthy of the throne was found by the great nobles and so the
country was ruled for four years by the Bar Gohain and the Burha
Gohain.18

Tyaokhamti : In 1380 the third son of Sukhangpha, Tyao-
khamti was raised to the throne. He marched an army against
the Chutiyas to avenge the assassination of Sutupha. When the
king left, placing the elder queen in charge, she conspired against
the king’s favourite younger queen who was ordered to be be-
headed on a false charge. The ministers helped by setting her
adrift on a raft on the Brahmaputra, as she was pregnant. The
king returned victorious but he was so much under the influence
of the elder queen that he could not punish her for her cruel
but unjustified treatment of his favourite wife nor prevent her
committing numerous acts of oppression. The irritated nobles
caused him to be assassinated in 1389.18

There was no suitable successor and the great nobles ruled
without a king. One Thao Cheoken came across a youth of
royal presence named Sudang in a Habung village where Cheo-
ken had gone for trade in cattle and on enquiries found that he
was the son of Tyaokhamti’s younger queen. A Brahmin gave
shelter to the queen who died after the birth of Sudang and
brought up Sudang with his own children. The Burha Gohain
on coming to know of the facts, consulted the other ministers,
brought the youth to the capital and placed him on the throne.!”

Sudangpha : The reign of Sudangpha also called ‘Brahman
Prince’ marks the first stage in the growth of Brahmanical influ-
ence amongst the Ahoms. Many Hindu rites and ceremonies
began to be observed. The Brahmin who brought up the king

14. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 14; S. K.
Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 7.

15. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranii, p. 14.

16. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranjj, p. 14-ff.

17. 1bid.,, p. 15; Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buraniji, p. 49.
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was appointed adviser to the king and his sons important offi-
cers on the frontier.'8

The Tipam chiefs who conspired against the king were in-
vited to a feast on the occasion of successful catching of elephants
in the royal stockade and overpowered and put to death at the
height of festivities when all grounds for suspicion had been
disarmed. The king then conciliated the Tipamias by marrying
the daughter of a Tipamia Chief Khuntai. A Tipamia, Tao
Sulai, who had already been enamoured of the queen before her
marriage presented her a ring. The king demanded explanation.
Tao Sulai fled for help to Surumpha, king of Mungkang who
sent an army against Sudangpha. In a treaty in 1401 the Patkai
was fixed as the boundary between the two countries after
Sudangpha had personally defeated the invaders at the head of
his army.!?

Tao Sulai then fled to Kamata, An expedition was sent to
Kamata but the Raja avoided war by giving his daughter Bhajani
to Sudangpha. Sudangpha completed the subjugation of the
Tipam, Khamjang and Aiton tribes. He remonstrated with the
Nara Raja for his having encouraged these tribes to withhold
payment of tribute®°. He built a town at Dhola and later made
his capital at Charguya near the Dihing river?!. Then ruled

Sujangpha (1407-1422) and Suphakpha (1422.-1439). Their
reigns were uneventful.

Susenpha : Susenpha led his troops in person against
Tangsu Nagas who had committed raids and routed them in a
serious engagement that cost the Ahoms 140 lives??. Presents
are said to have been sent to the king by a ruler of some
country to the east as a token of friendship and by Akhampa
Nagas as a token of their submission. He appears to have been a
good monarch during whose reign the country is likely to have
enjoyed comparative peace, prosperity and contentment?3,

18. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, pp. 15-ff.
19. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 49-f.

20. Ibid., pp. 50-ff.

21. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 17.
22. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 8.

23. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 84-ff.
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Suhenpha : There was renewed warfare with the Tangsu
Nagas who routed an Ahom detachment and cut off the head
of the Bargohain, but were ultimately defeated. In 1940 war
broke out with the Kacharis who defeated the Ahoms who had
to sue for peace and send a princess to the Kachari king. In
1493 Suhenpha was assassinated by some men of the Tairungban
clan, who had been punished for stealing paddy from the royal

granary=?.

Supimpha : Supimpha set himself to tracing out and
punishing those who were responsible for his father’s murder.
The Burha Gohain who was suspected of complicity revolted. Tt
is said that the king sent away one of his wives who was pregnant
to a Naga Chief, because the queen had praised his beauty in
the king’s presence on his coming to pay tribute. The Kking
died or was assassinated in 149725,

Suhungmung, the Dihingia Raja (1497-1539) : Suhung-
mung assumed the Hindu title Swarga Narayan. The Brahmani-
cal influence was on the increase. He is also known as Dihingia
Raja because he made his capital at Bakata on the Dihing.
In 1504 the Aitonia Nagas revolted. They were defeated and
acknowledged Ahom supremacy by sending to the Ahom king
a daughter of their chief and four elephants and agreeing to
pay annual tribute of axes, gongs and amber. In 1512 the
Habung country was annexed to the Ahom dominionsS.

In 1513 hostilities with the Chutiyas began with the Chutiya
Raja, Dhir Narayan invading the Ahom territory. The Chutiya
forces were defeated on land and in a naval encounter. Suhung-
mung took possession of Mungkhrang and the country round
Namdang. The Chutiyas tried to recover lost territory and in
1520 attacked the Ahom fort at Mungkhrang. The Chutiyas
had success and got back the lost territory. Two years later
the Chutiyas suffered defeat near the mouth of Sessa river

24. Ibid, p. 85; S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 9;
Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 52-f.

25. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 85-ff; S. K. Bhuyan, Assam
Buranji (S.M.), p. 9.

26. Gait, History of Assam, p. 86.



POLITICAL HISTORY 23

and the Ahoms advanced and erected a fort at the mouth of the
Tiphao river. In 1523 the Chutiyas besieged the Tiphao fort.
Suhungmung arrived with reinforcements and routed the enemy
who sued for peace. Peace overtures fell through because of
Suhungmung insisting on having the heirlooms of the Chutiya king,
his gold cat, gold elephant, and gold umbrella?. The Chutiyas
fortified their position near Sadiya but were dislodged and pur-
sued as far as the Chautan (Chandangiri) hill. The Chutiyas
kept the Ahoms in check by rolling down heavy stones®®. As
frontal attack was of no avail, the Ahom soldiers were ordered
10 climb up the precipitous hill and attack from the rear ; this
they did with great difficulty by holding on to creepers, reached
the summit and surprised the Chutiyas who fled. The king and
his eldest son fell and the principal queen killed herself. The
heads of the Chutiya king and his son were buried under the
steps of the temple at Charaideo®®. The whole Chutiya country
was annexed and a new officer, the Sadiya-khowa Gohain was
appointed to administer this conquered territory3. On return
to Charaideo, Suhungmung signalised his victory by performing
the Rikkhvan Ceremony. The Chutivas later revolted but were
put down. The Sadiya-khowa Gohain was attacked by Phu-
kangmung, a chief of a neighbouring hill tribe. Phukangmung
was defeated and killed. Another troublesome local Chief now
submitted and sent his daughter to the royal seraglio3!.

Suhungmung proceeded to the Dihing country and appoin-
ted officers to administer the frontier provinces of Habung, Dihing
and Banlung. Suhungmung saw Senglung and was struck by
his dignified appearance and coming to know that Supimpha’s
queen was pregnant before she was sent away to the Naga Chief,
became favourably disposed towards Senglung, her son and
created the high appointment of Barpatra Gohain for him and
made it equal in rank to those of the Bargohain and the Burha

27. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 10-11.
238. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 19.
29. Ibid.

30. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji, (S.M.), p. 12.

31. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 88-ff.
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Gohain despite the latter’s protests. The Barahis, Chutiyas and
Morans were placed under the Barpatra Gohain®2

In 1526 Suhungmung marched against the Kacharis, in the
Dhansiri valley. At Barduar a bathing ghat and at Marangi a
fort with brick walls were constructed under his orders. Though
the Kacharis defended themselves valiantly with bows and arrows,
they were ultimately defeated with a heavy loss of 1,700 dead
on the battlefield. Later the Kachari king, Detsung began to
give trouble again, whereupon an army was sent against him
accompanied by Suhungmung himself upto Marangi. Troops
were sent up both banks of the Doyung. Detsung retreated and
fied to his capital Dimapur. Detsung was pursued farther till
he was at last captured and put to death. The Kachari resis-
tance was crippled. Detsung’s head was buried in the Charaideo
hill. Three princesses were taken to the king’s harem33. The
Ahoms became masters of the Dhansiri valley and of the whole
of the Kachari possessions north of the Kallang river in Nowgong.
A permanent official, the Marangi-khowa Gohain was appointed
for the Dhansiri valley. Suhungmung after the victorious cam-
paign offered oblations to the dead and sacrifices to the Gods.
The Ahoms and the Kacharis used cannon in this war34,

In 1537, Viswa Singh, the Koch king visited the Ahom
Raja and offered presents. Suhungmung also gave presents to
the Koch Raja in return. Envoys were also sent to the Raja
of Manipur and presents were exchanged®. There were expe-
ditions against the Khamjang, Tablung and Namsang Nagas,
under the king’s son, Suklen. The Khamjang Nagas yielded
but the Tablung and Namsang Nagas made the Ahoms retreat,
though later they also submitted3s.

The year 1527 saw the first Muhammadan invasion under
the great Vazir of Ahom land recorded in Ahom history. The
Ahoms hotly pursued the intruders and captured forty horses
and about twenty to forty cannon. Suhungmung proceeded to

32. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, p. 21-ff.

33. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 14.
34. Golap Chandra Barua. Ahom Buranji, p. 60.
35. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, p. 22.

36. Gait, History of Assam, p. 95.
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Sala. Duimunisila was taken possession of, a fort was cons-
tructed at the mouth of the Burai river and a detachment was
placed at Phulbari. Subsequently, expeditions were sent down
the Kallang and up the Bharali. Slaves and booty were taken.
The king left a strong guard at Narayanpur. Muhammadans
renewed hostilities and advanced up the Brahmaputra. The
Ahoms won the battle at Temani and placed garrisons at Sala,
on the Bharali and at Singiri. Singiri under Barpatra Gohain
was attacked but the Muhammadan force was defeated and
pursued as far as Khagarijan (Nowgong) and their commander,
Bit Malik was slain3”. Horses, Cannon and guns were taken.
Barpatra Gohain was presented with a beautiful girl by the king,
and honoured by the performance of the Rikkhvan Ceremony
for him.

In 1532 a Muhammadan commander named Turbak with
elephants, horses, artillery and foot soldiers invaded the country
and encamped opposite the fort at Singiri. Suhungmung’s son,
Suklen crossed the Brahmaputra and attacked the Muhammadan
encampment disregarding astrologers’ advice only to meet with
a crushing defeat, with eight Ahom commanders killed. The
Muhammadans halted at Koilabar for the rainy season. The
Muhammadans surrounded the Ahoms under Suklen at the fort
of Sala and their attempt to strom the fort was repulsed by the
Ahoms pouring boiling water over them,

Success, however, rested with the Muhammadans in the sub-
sequent encounters. At last the fortunes of the war turned in
favour of the Ahoms who gained a great victory in the naval
engagement near Duimunisila in 1533, with losses on the side
of the enemy between 1,500 and 2,500 men3®. Turbak reinforced
by Hussain Khan took up position at the mouth of the Dikrai
opposite the Ahom Camp. The Muhammadans were beaten in
a series of engagements. The final battle was fought near the
Bharali. Elephants and horses bogged in a morass, Turbak
transfixed by a spear and dead’?, the enemy line was thrown into

37. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 67-ff.
38. 1Ibid., pp. 70-f.
39. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 22.
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confusion and the defeat became a rout. The pursuit was
carried as far as the Karatoya river on the bank of which a
temple was built and a tank excavated to commemorate the
Ahom victory®. An envoy was sent to the king of Gaur who sent
a princess for the Ahom king. Hussain Khan was caught and
put to death, Elephants, horses, cannon, match-locks, gold, silver
and other booty were taken. The head of Turbak was buried
on the top of the Charaideo hill. The Rikkhvan ceremony was
performed. The use of fire-arms by the Ahoms dates from
the close of the wartl.

Suhungmung built a town at Namdang after capturing it
from the Chutiyas. After making his capital at Bakata on the
Dihing, Suhungmung settled a number of Ahoms in the neigh-
bourhood. After annexing the Chutiya country, he removed
300 Ahoms of the Gharphaliya clan with families and twelve
chiefs from Garhgaon to Sadiya and another contingent of the
same clan to the banks of the Dihing. A number of Brahmins,
blacksmiths and artisans were taken from Sadiya to the Ahom
capital. After defeating Turbak’s forces, he settled the Muham-
madan prisoners of war in different parts of the country.
Successively they were employed as cutters of grass for the king’s
elephants and as cultivators, but having proved inefficient in
these duties, they took to working in brass, an occupation which
their descendants, the Morias, carry on to this day. In 1510
the king got an enquiry made into the number, condition and
distribution of the people who were divided into clans®2,

In 1534 a great number of cattle died because of a very
severe outbreak of cattle disease. The Saka era of the Hindus
was adopted in place of the Jovian Cycle. This reign not only
witnessed the growing influence of the Brahmans, but also the
spread of the Vaisnava reformation introduced by Sankar Deva.
Suklen got estranged from the king for various reasons and got
a Kachari servant of the king, Ratiman to stealthily creep into
his bed room while he was asleep and stab him to death4,

40. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, p. 22.
41. Gait, A History of Assam, p. 94.
42. 1Ibid., pp. 86, 88, 95.

43. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 95, 97.
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Suhungmung was a bold, enterprising and resourceful ruler
and during his reign the Ahom dominions were extended in all
directions. The Chutiyas were subjugated, the Kachari power
was broken, the Muhammadan invasions were repulsed and the
Naga raids were effectively dealt with*4,

Suklenmung : Suklenmung shifted his capital to Garhgaon
and so was known as Garhgaya Raja'’. He ordered death
sentence for the brothers of his father’s assassin. He paid
repeated visits to the country conquered from the Kacharis to
bring order and settled government to the area. He got the
turbulent petty Chiefs or Bhuiyas who interfered in his efforts
transported nearer headquarters for stricter supervision. There
was a Chutiya raid in 154214

Series of conflicts commenced with the Koch king, Nar
Narayan, by this time, a most powerful ruler. In 1546
Sukladhvaj alias Chilarai, Nar Narayan’s brother and General
advanced with a Koch force. The Ahoms met the Koches near
the Dikrai river and in the ensuing battle heavily lost and retreated.
A less decisive action was fought at Koliabar. Subsequently at
Sala, the Ahoms were put to flight*”. The invaders remained
in undisturbed possession of the country they had occupied.
They hurriedly built a road from their capital in Koch Bihar to
Narayanpur in North Lakhimpur and moved to Narayanpur and
fortified it. Suklenmung now made supreme efforts, mustered
his forces, cut off the enemy’s communications. Attempting to
take Ahom positions by strom, the enemy suffered defeat and
retreated with heavy loss?®. Suklenmung regained his lost posses-
sions and performed the Rikkhvan ceremony*®.

In 1548 there was a terrible earthquake. A conspiracy by
Dighalmar - Sandikai was unearthed and the conspirators were
put to death. The king at their request aided the Banpara Nagas
against the Banchang Nagas who were defeated. Suklenmung

44. 1Ibid., p. 97.

45. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, p. 23, Assam Buranji.
46. Gait, History of Assam, p. 98.

47. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 79-ff.
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49. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, p. 81.
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was the first king to strike coins. This was indicative of greater
intercourse with the countries west of Assam. In 1552 the king
died®°.

Sukhampha : Sukhampha was also known as the Khora
Raja. He hurt his foot, while out hunting elephants®!. Fond
of sport, the king used to be present at ‘Kheddas’ or elephant.
catching operations. Seven princes plotted against him but were
mercifully pardoned. This unusual clemency failed and when
they rebelled again, they were put to death®?.

In 1562 a Koch army under their General named Tipu
advanced as far as the Dikhu. In the subsequent engageifient
that followed, the Ahoms lost. Next year Chilari himslf came
up and the Ahoms were routed. The king, it is said, was
alarmed when a kite had carried off one of his ornaments lying
on the river bank, while he was bathing and considered this to
be an adverse omen, foreboding the success of Chilari, “the king
of kites” 53, The Ahom king with his nobles fled to Charai-
Kharang in Namrup. The Koches plundered the counfry and
Chilari entered Garhgaon. Later the Burha Gohain, Aikhem,
came suing for peace, which was granted on acknowledgment
of Koch supremacy, cession of considerable territory on the north
bank of the Brahmaputra, delivery of sons of chief nobles as
hostages®* and delivery of sixty elephants, sixty pieces of cloth
and gold and silver as indemnity.

After Chilari left Sukhampha returned to his capital, in-
stituted an enquiry into the causes of Ahom reverses, dimissed
the Burha Gohain for negligence in defence preparations, appoint-
ed one Kankham in his place, ordered elaborate fortifications
and military and defence arrangements. Narayanpur was recover-
ed. Sala was occupied. Forts were constructed at the mouth
of the Dikhu and at Sala. Hostages taken by the Koches were
returned. A number of Koch artisans came with the Ahom
hostages, including potters skilled in the art of making images

50. Gait, History of Assam, p. 99.

51. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 24.
52. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 99-ff.
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of the Durga and other Hindu deities. Finally the Koches under
Tipu and Bhitarul were defeated at the mouth of the Dhansiri
in 1570. In 1577 rebels against the Koch king, Nar Narayan
numbering more than 1,400 were given political asylum and
settled in Ahom territory by Sukhampha. In 1585 the Koch
king, Raghu Deb gave his daughter Sankala in marriage to
Sukhampha with dowry of elephants, horses and a hundred
domestics. Sukhampha gave in return twentytwo elephants and
twelve horsesSs.

In 1563 the Chutiyas carried out raiding expedition. The
Bar Sandhikai marched to Sadiya and defeated the Chutiyas,
killing a thousand and taking three thousand prisoners. There
was also an invasion by a Dhekeri Raja from Nowgong Chapari,
which ended in the rout of the invading force®. There was a
successful expedition against a chief named Bhela Raja whose
capital was occupied by the Ahoms. An expedition against the
Aitonia Papuk and Khamteng Nagas was successful as also ano-
ther against a rebellious grandson of a Bhuiya Chief named
Pratap Rai. A Naga named Phusenta was defeated. In 1576
the Nara Raja of Mungkang advanced upto Khamjang but hos-
tilities were avoided under a treaty whereby Sukhampha paid
16,000 rupees. Nara Raja having failed to fulfil his part of
the treaty, hostilities epsued ending ultimately in the defeat of
the Nara Raja’s forces near the Sessa River®”. In 1574 there
was a virulent epidemic of small-pox. In 1596 there was a
bad earthquake in which one of the king’s palaces collapsed.
The king married a number of wives. The palace he built at
Sonapur and the one at Salakhtali were destroyed by lightning
and by fire respectively. The Vaishnava tents were being prea-
ched and propagated by disciples of Sankar Deb and Madhab
Deb, numerous Sattras were being set up and many people in-
cluding some of the highest officials embraced the Mahapurusia
Dharma. Sukhampha died in 160358,

55. Gait, History of Assam, pp. 101-103.
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Section 2

THE PERIOD OF THE MUHAMMADAN WARS

Susengpha—Pratap Singh (1603-1641) : Susengpha was
also known as Burha Raja, as he was already advanced in age
when he ascended the throne. For his wisdom, he was called
Buddha Swarga Narayan! and for his great deeds and exploits
and prowess, he was called Pratap Singh. Jasa Manik, Raja
of Jaintia offered Pratap Singh his daughter, asking him to fetch
her by a route through the Kachari territory of the Kachari Raja,
Pratap Narayan?. Pratap Narayan refused necessary permis-
sion and raided Ahom territory. In 1606 Pratap Singh sent
troops to Raha. The Kalharis retreated to Maibong. Pratap
Singh sent fresh reinforcements up the Dhansiri valley. The
Jaintia princess was ultimately successfully brought to Ahom
country through Raha3. The strong garrison left at Raha in
charge of Sundar Gohain was put to flight by the Kacharis under
Bhim Darpa, Pratap Narayan’s eldest son. Sundar was amongst
the killed*. The disaster was due to Sundar’s indifference for
which the responsibility was of his son Akhek who poisoned his
mind against the king®. Pratap Singh came to terms with Pratap
Narayan by giving him a daughter of one of his chief nobles.
Indra Ballabh who succeeded the Kachari king Bhimbal in 1637
sent envoys to Pratap Singh to enlist his friendship. His re-
quests did not find favour in the Ahom Court, as the same were
considered not to be couched in sufficiently respectful terms®.

Pratap Singh married Mangaldahi, the daughter of the Koch
king Parikshit by giving twentythree elephants and receiving with
the princess, twenty female slaves and six families of domestics.
In 1615 brother of Parikshit, Bali Narayan, defeated by Muham-

Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 27.
S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 50.
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madans, was given shelter by Pratap Singh?. Also a Muham-
madan trader, suspected of being a spy, was murdered near
Koliabar and his two boats were looted®. Shekh Qasim, the
Governor of Bengal sent a punitive expedition to invade the
Ahom country under Saiad Hakim and Saiad Aba Bakr with
upwards of ten thousand horse and foot and four hundred large
ships, accompanied by Sattrajit, the Thanadar of Pandu and
Gauhati and also by Akhek Gohain. The invaders reached
Koliabar and won the first battle against the Ahoms. Another
Ahom army came, but its commander being timid, was super-
seded ; his successor surprised the Muhammadans in a night
attack both by land and water and totally defeated the Muham-
madans. Saiad Aba Bakr and other leaders were killed?® ;
Sattrajit’s son was sacrificed to the Goddess Kamakhya'®. Ele-
phants, horses, warships, boats, cannon, guns etc., fell into Ahom
hands. Pratap Singh triumphantly returned to the capital and
performed the Rikkhvan ceremony. Bali Narayan was installed
as tributary Raja of Darrang with the title Dharma Narayan!!.

In 1617 Pratap Singh, accompanied by Dharma Narayan
and other chiefs including the Dimaura Raja advanced with an
army towards Hajo. Pandu was taken and fortified. The
Muhammadans defeated at Agiathuti retreated to Hajo. Rein-
forcement with a thousand horse, a thousand matchlock men and
over two hundred boats and war sloops came to the Muhammad-
ans. Despite royal instructions to the contrary, some hot-headed
Ahom commanders went to the attack prematurely and invested
Hajo. The attack and the siege failed ; the Ahoms retreated
to Srighat and were defeated in several engagements, with a
large number killed and wounded. Pratap Singh ordered the
scattered forces to rally at Samdhara. After an enquiry, officers

M. S. Assam Buranji (D.H.A.S. No. 58) f. 24b, f. 25A.
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found to have neglected king’s orders were beheaded or starved
to death or confined in royal pigsties!>. A new post of Bar
‘Phukan or Governor of the conquered provinces west of Kolia-
bar was created ; Langi Panisiya who rallied the fugitive soldiers
at Samdhara was made the first incumbent!3. Another new
post of Bar Barua was also created, the first incumbent being
Momai Tamuli, the king’s uncle. The tracts east of Koliabar
outside the jurisdictions of the Bar Gohain were placed under
the administration of the Bar Barua'4,

In 1619 hostilities were renewed ; the Muhammadans be-
sieged Dharma Nardyan; the Ahoms came to his aid. In an
engagement the Muhammadans were worsted and fled leaving
cannon, guns, horses, buffaloes and cattle. Lakshmi Narayan,
Raja of Koch Bihar, with the consent of the Nawab of Dacca,
sent one Biru Qazi for peace negotiations. Sattrajit, Thanadar
of Pandu, wanted to make friends with the Ahoms and exchan-
ged presents with Pratap Singh!5, The Nawab of Dacca sent fresh
messengers. Biru Qazi was confined!® and these messengers
got no audience of the king. Sattrajit through the Bar Phukan
mis-represented the mission of the messengers. Sattrajit did not
arrest one Masu Gobind who conspired against Pratap Singh
and fled'”. The Bar Phukan who came under Sattrajit’s influence
did not arrest him as desired by the king ; on the contrary, ex-
changed presents with him at Umananda opposite Gauhatil8,
The Bar Phukan was imprisoned. Neog succeeded him as Bar
Phukan?®,

Fresh frictions arose after some years. Some Muhammad-
an subjects were killed in Ahom territory. Pratap Singh dis-
claimed any knowledge. A defaulting fiscal officer of the Nawab,
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Harikesh was sheltered by Pratap Singh who refused extradition
on the ground that Ahom subjects were being given asylum by
the Nawab. A Muhammadan force sent to seize Harikesh was
defeated?®. Pratap Singh sent presents and induced frontier
chiefs of Dimarua, Hojai, Barduar, etc., to join him and deter-
mined to carry the war to the enemy’s territory, he reduced a
number of Muhammadan forts ; Hajo was also invested. The
Muhammadans were defeated in several engagements and large
booty including 360 cannon and guns was captured!. At the
urgent request from Abdussalam, Governor of Hajo, large re-
inforcements including one thousand herse, one thousand match-
lock men, 210 war sloops and boats were despatched from Dacca.
The Ahoms were defeated at Pandu, were driven from Agiathuti
and running short of ammunition were forced to retreat from
Srighat also. When reinforcements arrived for the Ahoms, they
drove the Muhammadan fleet back to Sualkuchi. A European
in the employ of the Muhammadans strayed away to shoot birds,
was captured and sent to the Ahom king, this being the first
record of a European entering Ahom territory.

Zainul-abidin left to join Abdussalam at Hajo. The fleet
remained in charge of Muhammad Salih Kambu, Sattrajit and
Majlis Bayazid. The Ahoms with nearly five hundred ships
gained a decisive victory over the hostile fleet, the greater part
of the same including 300 boats, three hundred cannon and
guns etc. falling into their hands?2. Hajo was closely invested ;
the enemy was reduced to great straits ; Abdussalam agreed to
surrender. Abdussalam with his brother and a considerable part
of his forces on arrival at the Ahom camp were arrested, and
sent up country??, The leaders were settled in Silpani and other
places and given land and slaves and the common soldiers were
distributed as slaves among Ahom officers and nobles. Saiad
Zainul-abidin, with the rest of the garrison attempting to force
their way out, was routed and killed. A large quantity of loot
including two thousand guns and seven hundred horses was
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taken by the Ahoms at Hajo. The Bar Phukan, who mis-appro-
priated a number of pearls and other presents sent by the
Muhammadans for the king for securing favourable terms of
surrender, was arrested and put to death. By and large, the
Muhammadan yoke in Kamrup and Goalpara was thrown off?4,

The Nawab of Dacca sent Mir Zainuddin at the head of a
big force of four thousand matchlock-men and fifteen hundred
horse, together with large stores of grain, ammunitions, weapons
and money. Zainuddin set himself to restore Muhammadan
supremacy in Lower Assam. The Goalpara Zamindars on the
South bank submitted, so did the leading Zamindars on the North
bank. Sattrajit was arrested and sent to Dacca. The Ahoms
collected a force of twelve thousand and a numerous fleet. In
several engagements they were defeated. The Muhammadans
crossed the Monas. Their army was “a great host”. Muham-
mad Zaman after successful encounters against the 'Ahoms,
entrenched himself at Bishenpur for the rainy season to pass?s,
Reinforced, the Ahoms strength mounted to forty thousand men
who encamped within three miles of Zaman’s Camp.

The Ahom Generals to prevent junction of the main body
of the Muhammadans with Zaman’s forces at the close of the
rains, made an attack on Zaman’s position ; they had, however,
to retreat with heavy losses. The Muhammadans could unite
their forces and inflicted a crushing defeat on the Ahom army
now depleated and entrenched at Barepaita®6. The scattered
remnant fled to Srighat where Pratap Singh was encamping, The
Muhammadans advanced to Pandu, captured the Ahom fort at
Agiathuti and signally defeated the Ahom Navy at Srighat?’.
The Kajali fort at the mouth of the Kallang was taken. Nearly
500 sloops and 300 guns fell into the hands of the Muhammadans.
Koliabar became the rallying point of the fleeing Ahom force?s,
Pratap Singh contemplated removing to the hills with his valu-
ables from the capital. The Muhammadans pursued Dharma
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Narayan who was killed. They consolidated their rule in Kamrup
and effected a financial settlement of the country?®.

In 1683 the Muhammadans advanced up the Brahmaputra
and encamped at the mouth of the Bharali. The Ahoms en-
trenched themselves on the opposite bank. To gain and com-
plete peparations, the Ahoms secured armistice by offering to
supply elephants, aloes, wood and other articles®®. The Bar
Barua returned to attack at the opportune time ; the invaders
defeated, retired to Gauhati3!; Kajali was reoccupied by the
Ahoms. A treaty was negotiated under which the Barnadi on
the north bank of the Brahmaputra and the Asurar Ali on
the south were fixed as the boundary between the Ahom and the
Muhammadan territories®?. For twenty years the Muhammad-
ans remained in undisputed possession of the country west of
this boundary and the traces of their system of administration
there still linger33,

Pratap Singh was capable, energetic, ambitious, vigorous in
war and efficient in peace. He put down several conspiracies
with severity. The petty chiefs or Bhuiyas who gave trouble
were brought under effective control, their power broken. One
of them, Uday who declared himself independent, was arrested
and executed. The Bhuiyas were dispersed3*. A census of
people was taken. People were also divided off into clans with
officers above them3®. To protect the Kachari frontier, four
hundred families of Ahoms from Abhaypur, Dihing, Namdang
were settled around Marangi. Families were transferred from
thickly populated areas of Lower Assam to sparsely populated
areas higher up the river. Imigration of artisans of all kinds
was encourged. The king was alive to the need of developing
backward tracts. The country round the Dihing was opened out
by roads to Charaideo and Dauka. The towns of Abhaypur and
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Mathurapur were built. Jamiraguri and the palace at Garhgaon
were protected by embankments ; the Ladaigarh was constructed
as an embankment for defence. The embankment, Dopgarh was
put up as a protection against Naga raids ; no Naga was to
cross it, unaccompanied by a peon or Kataki®®. The king also
thought of constructing an embankment on the Kachari fronfier ;
but the nobles advised otherwise, saying that the kingdom was
a growing one in that direction®?.

Katakis were appointed to watch over Miris and Daflas
and report their movements to the authorities as a precautionary
measure. Once during this reign the Ahoms had to retreat while
attempting a reprisal on these hillmen after a raid by them.
Many forts were erected e.g.,, at Samdhara, Safrai, Sita. A
stone bridge was built over the Darika river ; many bamboo
bridges were made. Numerous markets were established and
trade flourished during peace time. Addicted to elephant hunt-
ing, the king used to be present at the ‘Kheddas’. He came to
own a thousand elephants and assumed the title of Gajpati and
renamed Jamirguri as Gajpur®®. ‘Padishahnamah’ describes him
as “an infidel who has a thousand elephants and a hundred
thousand foot”. He had powers of organisation ; kept an eye
on all branches of administration; maintained his authority
firmly ; meted out punishment to all including the highest nobles,
should he consider they deserved punishment. The Bharali
Barua who very much enjoyed his confidence was nevertheless
sentenced to death on proof of embezzlement and misconduct.

The Ahom language was the medium of conversation bet-
ween the king and his nobles. Hindus were often appointed as
envoys (Bairagis and Katakis) for their intelligence in preference
to the Ahoms3®. The Brahmanical influence increased. Hindu
priests were encouraged. The tank of Misagarh was consecrated
by Brahmins. Siva temples were erected at Dergaon and
Bishnath ; grants of land were made to Brahmans and Hindu
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templest®>. When a son of Pratap Singh died after he had made
gifts to Brahmans, he persecuted the Brahmans for a time. At
the instigation of Brahmans, the Mahapurushias were persecuted;
several of their Gosains were put to death*'. The Somdeo
continued to be worshipped. Before battles Deodhais or tribal
priests continued to be called to tell the omens by examining the
legs of fowls*>. Lightning destroyed two palaces, the Somdeo’s
house, the temple at Bishnath and the king’s elephant house or
‘falkhana’.

According to the ‘Padishahnamah’, the Ahoms of this period
shaved the head and clipped off beard ; the chiefs travelled on
elephants or country ponies ; the army consisted of foot soldiers ;
the fleet was large and well fitted out ; the soldiers used bows
and arrows and matchlocks and were very brave in naval engage-
ments ; on the march they quickly and dexterously fortified their
encampments with mud-walls and bamboo palisades and sur-
rounded the whole with a ditch*3. After a very eventful reign
of 38 years, Pratap Singh died in 1641.

Surampha : Pratap Singh had three sons, Surampha,
Sutyinpha and Sai. Sai conspired to usurp the throne but
Surampha assisted by Sutyinpha could frustrate his designs. On
Pratap Singh’s death the chief nobles offered the throne to Sut-
yinpha but in deference to his elder brother, he declined and
Surampha became the king. Surampha was bereft of morals.
Having first lived with one of his father’s wives, he married a
married woman of the Chetia clan after poisoning her husband,
declared a nephew of her first husband, now adopted by her, as
the heir-apparent to the throne, and on his death, asked the
chief nobles to furnish a son for burial with his dead adopted
son. Exasperated beyond endurance, the nobles approached and
persuaded Sutyinpha to supersede his brother ; Sutyinpha agreed
reluctantly. A body of armed men surprised Surampha who
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was deposed, removed and ultimately poisoned to death*!. The
Kachari envoys sent to congratulate the king on his accession
were ignominiously expelled as the letter they brought bore
the seal of a Singh (an independent ruler) and not of a Phukan
(a subordinate Chief)45. For his deposition, Surampha is
known as the Bhaga Raja,

Sutyinpha :

Sutyinpha had indifierent health and suffered from curva-
ture of the spine. He was known as Nariya Raja and was some-
times nicknamed ‘Kekora’ (crooked). In 1646 an exepedition
was sent to subjugate the Daflas. The troops were so harassed
by the Daflas that they had to retreat. The Burha Gohain and
the Barpatra Gohain were dismissed?® and were made to appear
in public in female attire. The second expedition next year
was successful and the Daflas aided by the Miris were brought
under full submission*”. An expedition against the Khamting
Nagas was fairly successful. The Tipam Raja who withheld
payment of tribute was put to death?®.

The installation of this king was attended with great pomp.
There were amusements ; there were fights between elephants,
between an elephant and a tiger and between a tiger and a
crocodile. He put to death officials suspected of being opposed
to his usurpation of the throne. Instigated by one of his wives,
sister of the Burha Gohain, he had his son by his Chief Queen,
daughter of Barpatra Gohain, and Barpatra Gohain himself
treacherously killed and executed respectively for suspected con-
spiracy. - The scheming wife was made the Chief Queen ; the
Barpatra Gohain’s daughter was deposed from her rank of
Chief Queen®®. The new Chief Queen sought to get another
son of the king, Khahua Gohain also murdered but was unsu-
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ccessful. Her son, Kukure Khowa Gohain by his cruelty®® and
overbearing and insulting behaviour alienated the people and
the nobles, who were unable to secure any redress from the king.
Further, the sick king could not attend to public business and
became very unpopular. The nobles headed by the Burha
Gohain deposed him. The king was poisoned and according
to some, the Chief Queen, who was responsible for so much
mischief, was buried alive with him in his grave®!. The Kachari
king objected to being described as “‘established and protected
by the Ahoms” but waived his objection on promise of an Ahom

princes in marriage®2. Sutyippha’s son Sutamala was made king
in his stead.

Jayadhvaj Singh (1648-1663) : Sutamala assumed the
Hindu name, Jayadhvaj Singh. On his accession, entertainment,
e.g., fights between wild animals, was arranged. Somdeo was
placed on the throne ; guns were fired, bands played and largess
was distributed. Presents were made to Brahmans. The
Kachari king, the Daflas, the Muhammadan Governor at Gauhati,
the Raja of Jaintia sent congratulations and presents. The
Jaintia Raja’s request for return of the provinces of Dimurua
and Kuphanali ceded to Ahoms previously, was turned down.
Several conspiracies were detected and the conspirators punished
with ferocious severity. The Burha Gohain who was implicated
was tortured with others by placing live coal in mouth. For
helping accomplices escape, the Bar Gohain was stripped naked,

whipped and made to eat the flesh of his own son and tortured to
death®3.

In 1650 the Lakma Nagas committed a raid and an expedi-
tion was sent to punish them. They were put to flight ; but fresh
raids were perpetrated and another expedition was sent. A
detachment of Dafla archers accompanied the Ahoms. The
Lakmas were armed with spears. Fortunes changed as the
operations continued, neither party giving way. When the nimble
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Lakmas took refuge in the hills, the Ahom soldiers found it
difficult to follow them on account of the stony ground to which
their bare feet were unaccustomed ; but the Lakmas’ houses and
stores of grains were destroyed®. The Naga Chief eventually
made his submission and agreed to pay tribute and in return
was given a hill the possession of which was the subject-matter
of a previous dispute®>. In 1655 the Miris raided and killed
two Ahom subjects. The Miris were defeated with heavy loss ;
twelve Miri villages were destroyed ; they agreed to pay arr annual
tribute of bison, horses, tortoises, swords, and yellow beads
(probably amber) and gave up 12 men to the Ahoms.

In 1647 the Raja of Jaintia seized an Ahom trader;
Jayadhvaj Singh arrested Jaintia traders at Sonapur ; diplomatic
relations ceased for eight years, whereafter the Jaintia Raja
having made overtures to the Bar Phukan at Gauhati, friendly
relations were re-established®®. In 1658 Pramata Rai, grand.
son of the Jaintia Raja, Jasa Manta Rai, rebelled, and the tri-
butary Chief of Gobha having turned down his request to come
to his aid, destroyed four of his villages. The Gobha Chief
sought help of the Kacharis who were prepared to help; but
the local Ahom officials said that the Ahoms were the paramount
power and their protection should be sought. Accordingly he
went with seven hundred men to Jayadhvaj Singh and begged
for help. The Bar Phukan on orders from the king established
him in Khagarijan (modern Nowgong)?%7.

Shah Jahan, the Mughal Emperor of Delhi fell sick in 1658
and Pran Narayan, Raja of Koch Bihar wanted to take advant-
age of the confusion caused by the wars of succession to throw
off the Muhammadan yoke. He raided Goalpara; two local
chiefs who fled to Beltola got Jayadhvaj Singh’s protection ;
Pran Narayan’s army defeated the Muhammadan Fauzadar of
Kamrup and Hajo, who retreated to Gauhati®®, Jayadhvaj Singh,
alert to take advantage of the dissensions amongst the Mughals,
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assembled a strong army and advanced towards Gauhati; the
Fauzadar had already fled to Dacca® ; twenty cannon, horses,
guns etc., fell into the king’s hands. Pran Narayan proposed
offensive and defensive alliance against the Muhammadans and
division of their possessions but his advances were rejected®.
The Ahoms marched against the Koches, drove them across the
Sankosh and for nearly three years became the undisputed masters
of the whole of the Brahmaputra valley®!. A number of villag-
ers of Lower Assam were transported to the eastern provinces.

According to ‘Alamgirnamah’ the Ahoms plundered and laid
waste the country to the south of the Brahmaputra valley almost
as far as Dacca itself. When Mir Jumlah became Governor
of Bengal, Jayadhvaj Singh sent an envoy to him to say that he
was prepared to hand over to an officer of the Governor the
country he had taken possession of to protect the same from
the Koches®2. Rashid Khan was deputed for the purpose ; the
Ahoms abandoned Dhubri and fell back beyond the Manas river.
This retreat was not to the liking of the Ahom King who got
the two Phukans responsible arrested and chained, ordered the
strengthening of the Jogighopa fort at the mouth of the Manas
and the construction of a new fort on opposite bank of the
Brahmaputra and asked Rashid Khan to withdraw. Mir Jumlah
took the field to “punish the lawless Zamindars of the province,
especially those of Assam and Magh (Arracan) who had caused
injury and molestation to the Muslims” ; occupied Koch Bihar®,
left a garrison of five thousand men there and on 4th January,
1662 set forth on his invasion of Assam. The route of march
lay through dense jungle and numerous rivers and the journey
was most tedious, the daily marches rarely exceeding five miles®.

Mir Jumlah arrived at Jogighopa with twelve thousand horse
and thirty thousand foot. The garrison, twelve thousand strong,
suffering from a violent epidemic disease, probably Cholera, was
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overawed, gave a feeble resistance and evacuated and retreated
to Saraighat and Pandu®. The author of the ‘Fathiyah-i-Ibriyah’
gives a graphic description of this large and high Ahom fort at
Jogighopa on the Brahmaputra. Mir Jumlah divided his army
into two divisions, one marching up the South bank and the
other up the north bank. The fleet kept pace with the army.
There were the large vessels or ‘ghrabs’ carrying fourteen guns
and fifty or sixty men each towed by ‘Kosahs’ or lighter boats.
European, particularly Portuguese officers were in charge of
ghrabs. Jayadhvaj Singh despatched reinforcements to Sarai-
chat and Pandu. The Ahoms retreated with losses. The fort
at Saraighat, protected by a palisade of large logs of wood was
demolished, Gauhati was occupied ; Beltola fort also succumbed.

The Ahoms fled to Samdhara®® and made strenuous efforts
to check the further progress of the Muhammadans. The for-
tifications at Samdhara and Simalagarh on the opposite bank
were strengthened and surrounded by trenches, in front of which
holes were dug and planted with ‘Panjis’. The Darrang Raja
and the Dimurua Raja made their submission to Mir Jumlah.
After halting at Gauhati for three days, Mir Jumlah started on
his march for Garhgaon, the Assam Capital.

The Muhammadan force arrived near the Ahom fort of
Simalgarh, situated at a very strong, strategic position, protec-
ted by the Brahmaputra and a range of hills and walls with
battlements with numerous cannon mounted thereon. There
were trenches outside the walls and pits studded with ‘panjis’.
The walls of the fort were so thick that cannon balls made but
little impression. The fort was besieged and when the final
assault was delivered, the resistance was feeble and the enemy
having scaled the wall and broken open the gate, the defenders
fled leaving their guns and war material to fall into the victors’
hands. Mir Jumlah was surprised at the strength of the forti-
fications and considering the bravery of the Ahom soldiers at
this period, perhaps it was because of timid and inefficient lead-
ership that they did not make a more stubborn resistance®?.
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The garrison at Samdhara destroyed their store of gun-
powder and fled.®® Mir Jumlah placed a garrison there and a
Muhammadan Faujadar at Koliabar, Marauding was forbidden ;
villagers brought in supplies freely. Mir Jumlah resumed his
march from Koliabar. The Ahoms with seven or eight hundred
ships attacked the Muhammadan fleet. When re-inforcements
from the army which was marching along a level route some
distance inland, arrived, the Ahoms took fright and fled ; the
Muhammadans captured three hundred of their ships. The
march was continued and the Ahoms evacuated Salagarh.®?
Jayadhvaj Singh’s peace overtures through officials at this stage
were rejected as these were suspected to be delaying tactics of
the Ahoms.

The retreating Ahom force under the Bar Gohain on the
north bank laid waste the country and forced the inhabitants to
leave their villages to deprive the Muhammadans of supplies of
any kind. On royal orders, the Ahom commanders concentrat-
ed with their forces at Lakhau or Lakhugarh, only to retreat
further up on Mir Jumlah’s arrival. Jayadhvaj Singh ordered
collection of a thousand boats to remove his property, left Burha
Gohain and some others at Garhgaon and accompanied by a
number of nobles and five thousand men fled to Namrup.”® He
sent envoys with presents, suing for peace but his overtures were
rejected. Mir Jumlah left the fleet at Lakhau. He was joined
by deserters from the Ahom cause and with his land forces he
set out for Garhgaon, through Debargaon, Gajpur. On 17th
March, 1662, the Nawab entered Garhgaon and occupied the
Raja’s palace.”? During the whole expedition the Muham-
madans had taken 675 cannon including one which threw balls
weighing more than two hundred pounds, 9,000 matchlocks and
other guns. large quantity of gun powder, iron shields, sulphur
and lead and more than a thousand ships, many accommodating
from sixty to eighty sailors.
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Mir Jumlah opened a mint at Garhgaon and caused money
to be struck. The Nawab camped at Mathurapur. A garrison
was left at Garhgaon. Many outposts were established e.g., at
Ramdang, Trimohini, Gajpur, Dewalgaon, Daspani, Silpani,
Abhaypur and from Lakhau westward along the Brahmaputra
all the way to Gauhati. ‘Maidams’ (burial vaults) of Burha
Raja, Khora Raja, Bhaga Raja and Naria Raja were opened up
and riches therefrom taken out.”?

The rains set in ; locomotion became difficult ; the troubles
of the invaders began. The Ahoms had not been crushed and
were not inclined to submit to permanent occupation of their
country by the Muhammadans. They cut off communications
and supplies, seized and killed stragglers from the main body,
harassed the Muhammadan garrisons by repeated surprises, spe-
cially at night. Inhabitants of villages also joined these opera-
tions. Supplies could not be brought from Lakhau ; it became
difficult to maintain the outposts which were withdrawn to Garh-
gaon and Mathurapur which alone remained in Mir Jumlah’s
hands, but closely invested by the Ahoms who repeatedly attack-
ed Garhgaon; the Muhammadans were reduced to severe
straits.’”®> The only food available was coarse rice, and limes.™
Salt sold at thirty rupees per seer, butter at fourteen rupees a
seer and opium at sixteen rupees a tola. Famine conditions
prevailed. The besieged Mughals had to feed on horses and
cows. Fever and dysentery prevailed. Men, horses and draught
cattle died. The soldiers and commanders alike wanted to
return home,

At the close of rains, communications could be re-esta-
blished with the fleet and large quantities of fresh supplies arriv-
ed. The Mughals quickly recovered their morale ; their cavalry
were on the move. The Baduli Phukan was worsted in engage-
ment and deserted to Mir Jumlah and submitted a plan for
hunting down Jayadhvaj Singh.?> Again there was trouble ;
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there was a famine in Bengal ; supplies did not come; Mir
Jumlah fell seriously ill ; his troops were discontented.

The Ahom king threatened to leave the country in case
the land could not be cleared of the enemy. “I go to Nara,” he
said.’® Peace overtures were renewed. At last Mir Jumlah
listened to Raja’s overtures and peace was concluded. Jaya-
dhvaj Singh would send a daughter to the Imperial harem ;7
twenty thousand tolas of gold, six times this quantity of silver
and forty elephants would be delivered at once ; three hundred
thousand tolas of Silver and ninety elephants to be supplied
within twelve months ; six sons of the chief nobles to be made
over as hostages pending supply of silver and elephants within
twelve months, as stipulated ; twenty elephants to be supplied
annually ; the country west of the Bharali river on the north
bank of the Brahmaputra and of the Kallang on the south, to
be ceded to the Emperor of Delhi;’® all prisoners and the
family of the Baduli Phukan to be given up.

On 9th January, 1663, Mir Jumlah gave the order to his
army to return to Bengal. On the return journey his army was
not harassed by the enemy, but was frightened by a terrible
storm of thunder and lightning followed by a severe earthquake,
the shocks of which continued for half an hour. Rashid Khan
was installed Faujdar at Gauhati. The Nawab who was serious-
ly ill grew worse arid died just before reaching Dacca on 30th
March, 1663.

Mir Jumlah was accompanied on his invasion of Assam by
a writer, Shihabuddin who wrote a detailed, critical and inter-
esting account of the expedition and of the people and the
country. This account mentions many matters on which the
indigenous records are silent,

Jayadhvaj Singh returned, he dismissed the Bar Gohain
beating him ignominiously and similarly dealt with officers who

76. M.S. Assam Buranji (D.H.A.S. No. 44).

77. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 39; S. K.
Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 100-ff.

76. M.S. Assam Buranji (D.HA.S. No. 44); S. K. Bhuyan,
Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 102.
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faltered in the conduct of the war. He constructed a strong-
hold at Namrup and collected a quantity of treasure there. He
came under the influence of Brahmans; became disciple of
Niranjan Bapu and established him as the first Gosain of the
great Auniati Sattra; hearing of his fame, brought Banamali
Gosain of Koch and gave him land for a Sattra at Jakhala-
bandha.” Instigated by Brahmans, he persecuted the Maha-
purushias and killed some of their leading members. The chief
Queen and her married sister with whom the king had a scan.
dalous intrigue and whom he married later, brought him com-
pletely under their control. Jayadhvaj Singh died in Novem-
ber, 1663.

Chakradhvaj Singh (1663-1669) :

Jayadhvaj Singh left no sons; the nobles called in the
Saring Raja and placed him on the throne. The Deodhais
christened him Supungmung; he assumed the Hindu name
Chakradhvaj Singh. At the ceremony of installation, Brahmans
and Ganaks were entertained and given valuable presents. The
Jaintia Raja, the Koch Raja of Darrang sent envoys conveying
congratulations. The Muhammadan officials arrived with pre-
sents and a reminder that the balance of the indemnity was
overdue. They were received coolly®® and were told that their
master had not respected the boundary agreed upon nor released
prisoners. Aurangzeb promised to make amends, but Chakra-
dhvaj withheld payment. Rashid Khan, Faujdar of Gauhati sent
a messenger who was refused audience for not agreeing to make
the customary obeisance on entering the royal presence until he
at last gave way, but could not get any portion of the unpaid
indemnity,® on the excuse that the treasury was empty and
that the elephants were not yet properly trained. Neog Phukan
and others found to be in treasonable correspondence with the
enemy were put to death,

79. M.S. Assam Buranji (D.H.A.S. No. 44); S. K. Bhuyan,
Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 88-ff.

80. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 40.
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In 1667, Rashid Khan’s successor, Saiad Firuz Khan
demanded payment®2 in strong language. Chakradhvaj Singh
had repaired the forts at the Samdhara and Patakallang and
restored efficiency in the army and on receiving Firuz Khan’s
letter, made up his mind to fight despite nobles’ advice to the
contrary. The DedMhais predicted success; sacrifices were
made to Indra; a well-equipped army under Lachit, appointed
Bar Phukan, set out to wrest Gauhati from the Muhammadans.83
'The Muhammadan outposts at Kajali and Bansbari were taken
with numerous prisoners, horses, cannon and other booty, The
Ahoms constructed forts at Kajali and Latasil. Gauhati and
Pandu were invested and captured after a siege of two months.
Prisoners taken by the Ahoms were massacred. Warships and
reinforcements arrived for the Muhammadans, but they were
driven from Agiathuti, suffered defeats, fell back on the Manas
river ;8 here also they were surrounded and worsted, with many
killed and captives. The captured officers were sent to Garh-
gaon.

An Ahom fort was erected near the Mani Karneswar Temple
in Kamrup in 1667 A.D. “after the defeat and death of Sana
and Saiad Firuz,” as recorded in an inscription in Assamese on
the Kanai Barasi rock. An old cannon at Silghat and another
at Dikom also bear inscriptions which refer to Chakradhvaj
Singh’s victories. The king was overjoyed and showered presents
on his generals. Gauhati was choosen as the headquarters of
the Bar Phukan.®® Pandu and Saraighat were fortified ; prompt
arrangements were made for the administration of the conquered
territory ; a survey was carried out and a census of the popu-
lation was taken,

In 1668 there were hostilities with the Muhammadans at
Rangamati under a Raja named Indra Daman. The Ahoms
had to fall back on Saraighat. Aurangzeb appointed Raja Ram
Singh to the command of the Imperial army.?® Accompanied by

82. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 109.
&3. Ibid, p. 109.

84. Ibid, p. 109-f.

85. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 111,
&86. Ibid, p. 112,



48 ASSAM IN THE AHOM AGE

Rashid Khan, assisted by troops of the Bengal command, Raja
Ram Singh reached Rangamati at the head of 18,000 cavalry
and 30,000 infantry, with 15,000 archers from Koch Bihar.
The Ahoms opened negotiations to gain time and complete pre-
parations in the meantime. Ram Singh demanded evacuation
of the territory west of the Barnadi and the Asurar Ali. The
Bar Phukan replied that he would rather fight than yield an inch
of the territory which providence had given to his master.?” In
two battles fought near Tezpur, the Ahoms were worsted, but
they gained a naval battle ; Ram Singh had to retire to Hajo
where he quarrelled with Rashid Khan.®8 The Muhammadans
were also defeated near Sualkuchi, both on land and water.
Ram Singh challenged Chakradhvaj Singh to a single combat ;
the invitation was declined and Ahom generals were ordered to
renew attacks. The Ahoms won a double engagement near
Sessa, took the fort at Agiathuti and massacred the garrison
there. Soon afterwards Ram Singh attacked the Ahom army
and routed it.®® The Bar Phukan hurried up with reinforce-
ments but had to retreat with the loss of all his ships. Raja
Ram Singh opened negotiations for peace ; hostilities were sus-
pended for the time being.?°

In 1665 the Banpara Nagas, attacked by the Banchang
Nagas, invoked the assistance of the Ahoms. Two expeditions
had to be sent against Banchang Nagas who put up a stubborn
resistance from the fort they had erected until cannon were
brought up. Their houses and granaries were destroyed and
then they submitted. The Miris also raided and destroyed a
small expedition against them. The Miris aided by the Daflas
and Deo Chutiyas were 7,500 strong, but overawed by a larger
force now despatched against them, dispersed. Their villages
were sacked and captives were taken.®!

Udayaditya : Soon after suspension of hostilities with the

87. 1Ibid, pp. 113-ff.
88. Ibid, p. 115.

89. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 116-f.
90. Ibid, pp. 117-119.

91. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 193-f.
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Muhammadans Chakradhvaj Singh died. Chakradhvaj Singh’s
brother Maju Gohain, Sunyatpha succeeded him and assumed
the Hindu name Udayaditya Singh and married his brother’s
wife. The negotiations with the Muhammadans continued.??
But Ram Singh suspecting the sincerity of the Bar Phukan
returned to the attack. Udayaditya thereupon renewed the war
and ordered the Burha Gohain to march with 20,000 men from
Samdhara to Saraighat. The Ahoms were successful on land
but their navy was forced to retreat. The Bar Phukan arrived
with more ships and now the Muhammadan navy was beaten,??
and a second land victory was gained by the Ahoms. The Garos
and the Raja of Rani came to the assistance of the Ahoms. Ram
Singh weakened by repeated losses retreated to Rangamati in
March 1671.

Udayaditya loaded the Bar Phukan with presents. Hadira
opposite Goalpara became the Ahom frontier outpost. Chandra
Narayan, grandson of Bali Narayan was installed as tributary
Raja of Darrang and Gandharba Narayan as Raja of Beltola.
The Bar Barua and the Bar Gohain were ordered to arrange for
the defence of Upper Assam. The Muhammadans were evicted
from Kamrup ; strong fortifications were constructed at Gauhati.®*

An expedition of one thousand men under the Bar Barua
was sent against the Daflas who refused to pay tribute, raided a
village, killed three men and carried off forty women and child-
ren. The Daflas hid themselves in dense jungle and wiped off
the Bar Barua’s advance guard. The Bar Barua twice retreated
during the course of the campaign. He was ordered by the
king to be stripped naked and put to death but on the intercession
of the queen mother was only dismissed and banished.?> By this
time the Ahoms were able to make their own cannon. A can-
non at Gauhati bears an inscription that it was made under the
orders of the Sola Dhara Barua in 1672.

A treasure house at Hilika, containing a great store of gold
and silver, was burnt down, as a result of the Bharali Barua

92, S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 119-f.
93. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 121-124.
94. Gait, History of Assam, p. 157.
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carelessly leaving a lighted pipe near inlammable materials. He
was compelled to smoke elephants’ dung. After cessation of
hostilities, vigorous enquiries were set on foot for arresting and
deporting to Namrup all chiefs and prominent people who had
been disloyal to the Ahom cause.

Chakrapani, a priest and descendant of Sankar Deb was
said to be in collusion with the Muhammadans, but the King
impressed by accounts of his learning and piety invited him to
his presence by promise of pardon, gave him land grant at
Samaguri, made him his spiritual preceptor and ordered his
officers and people to follow him. The nobles, greatly offended,
persuaded his younger brother to conspire with them against
the king. The king’s brother with his adherents entered the city
in the middle of the night by breaking down one of the gates
and seized the person of the king who was poisoned.?® Chakra-
pani was impaled and set adrift on the Dikhu river. The king’s
three wives were put to death. His brother was hailed by the
people as the king,

9€. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 126-f.



SECTION 3
THE CLIMACTERIC OF AHOM RULE

Ramdhvaj : The fratricide ascended the throne and assum-
ed the Hindu name Ramdhvaj. The ring-leader of the conspi-
racy that made him the king, Debera alias Lachai was made Bar
Barua. The Bar Gohain who conspired in favour of the Saring
Raja and the Saring Raja were put to death. The Deori Chu-
tiyas who were guilty of insubordination were reduced to order,
many of their males were deported and they were made to pay
a yearly tribute of boats. The Mishmis raided Ahom territory ;
they submitted on the arrival of a strong force and gave up the
men responsible for the raid.?

The king became seriously ill and the question of succession
was being hotly discussed by the nobles. The Bar Barua,
Debera was bent upon preventing the succession of Udayaditya’s
son. The Bar Barua collected a band of armed men, killed all
those who opposed him or he suspected to be his enemies and
caused the king to be poisoned.2 The nobles in council decided
to raise Udayaditya’s son to the throne, but the Bar Barua, help-
ed by his band of armed men, seized and put to death his chief

opponents and placed a prince from Samaguri, Suhung on the
throne.

Suhung : Suhung took as his chief queen one of the widows
of Jayadhvaj Singh. The Tipam Raja, a rival claimant to the
throne raised an army but was caught and executed by the Bar
Barua who also put to death a number of his private enemies
from Gauhati. Suhung finding himself to be merely a puppet
wanted to kill this crafty and overbearing Bar Barua who there-

upon caused the king to be assassinated after a reign of twentyone
days only®.

Gobar : The Bar Barua brought from Tungkhang a

1. Gait, History of Assam, p. 161.
2. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 128-f.
3. Gait, History of Assam, p. 161.
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prince named Gobar and made him King ; he asked Bar Gohain
at Gauhati to send the Bar Phukan. The Bar Phukan suspect-
ing that his life was in danger induced the Bar Gohain and
Sangrai Burha Gohain to join with him in ending the reign of
terror* ; they raised an army and marched against the Bar Barua
who was captured and executed. Gobar was also taken and
put to death after he was king barely for a month.

Sujinpha : After prolonged discussion a prince of the
Dihingia clan, a descendant of Suhungmung, the Dihingia Raja,
Sujinpha was made king. Large sums of money were distributed
and festivities lasted for seven days on the occasion of his ins-
tallation. The nobles had appointed a new Bar Barua.

The king wanted an oath of fealty from all his officers.
Cannon were posted at the gates of the city ; streets were lined
with soldiers and officers were called in to take the prescribed
oath. Incensed by order, many of the officers entered into a
conspiracy with the Burah Gohain but were caught and pardoned
on their swearing to be faithful. The oath taken was a two-
fold one, one in the presence of Brahmans before a Salgram of
Lakshmi Narayan, a copy of the Bhagavat and a tulsi plant,
and the other according to the old Ahom method, by the
shedding of blood before the great drum®. The Burha Gohain
escaped ; the king sent the Bar Gohain and the Barpatra Gohain
to induce the Burha Gohain to come back® ; but this was of no
avail. The Burha Gohain advanced with a force and defeated
one sent against him by the king who was seized, blinded and
stoned to death ; his two sons were also put to death.

Sudaipha : The nobles urged the Burha Gohain to become
king but the Bailong Pandits were strongly opposed as he was
not of royal blood. He therefore with the assent of the nobles
installed Khamcheo of the Parbatiya clan from Charaideo, a
grandson of a former king, as king under the Ahom name
Sudaipha. Sudaipha performed the Rikkhvan ceremony, offered
sacrifices to Siva and to the Ahom Gods ; married the Burha

4. S. K. Bhuyan,”_]_-\ssam Buranji (S.M.), p. 131.
5. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, p. 246.
6. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 134-f.
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Gohain’s daughter” and gave him landed estate, presents and a
high-sounding title. The Burha Gohain became too powerful ;
dismissed the Bar Barua, disgraced the Belmela Phukan who
determined to kill the king, killed by mistake the king's mother
and fled. The Burha Gohain was on the look-out for an oppor-
tunity to oust the Bar Phukan also who entered into a conspi-
racy with the Muhammadans and surrendered Gauhati to them
in 16798, It was too late for the king to resist the advance of
the Muhammadans and to save Gauhati though he sent an army
for the purpose on coming to know of the plot.

Envy, jealousy and dissatisfaction spread ; officials allied
themselves to the Bar Phukan who raised an army and advanced
towards the capital ; there was practically no resistance ; the Bar
Phukan made himself master of the kingdom by the end of 1679,
seized the king and caused him to be put to death®. Without
even consulting the other nobles, he raised a prince, Sulikpha to
the throne.

Sulikpha : Because of his tender age, Sulikpha was known
as Lara Raja or the ‘boy king’. At the instance of the Bar
Phukan, Lara Raja got Sangrai, the Burha Gohain executed.
The Bar Phukan now occupied the position recently held by the
Burha Gohain and previously by Debera Bar Barua ; he went
a step further and wanted to assume the rank of king, asserted
his equality with him and clothed himself in garments which
the king alone was allowed to wear. His triumph was shortlived.
His overweening arrogance set the nobles against him and he
was assassinated’®. His brother, the Bhatdhara Phukan sought
the help of the Muhammadans to avenge his brother’s death
and received some encouragement from prince Muhammad Azam
who, however, had not sufficient force at his disposal to attack
the Ahom country with any prospect of success.

In order to remove all possible rivals, the Lara Raja maim-
ed or killed several hundred scions of the royal family; he
could not find one most formidable rival, Gadapani, son of

7. 1bid, p. 136.

8. 1Ibid, pp. 139-f.

9. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Assam Buranji, p. 43.
10. Ibid, p. 143.
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Gobar, who eluded his pursuers!!. Lara Raja proved to be a
most unsatisfactory ruler. His incapacity, want of aptitude for
public business, tyrannical conduct alienated the nobles. The
Bar Phukan espoused the cause of Gadapani!® who was in hiding
near Rani in Kamrup in the house of a Garo woman, dressed
as a common peasant and working in the fields. The king
could not resist the advance of the rebels ; his army melted away.
The Dakhinpat Gosain, the Guru of the king and the Bar Phukan,
asked the Bar Phukan in vain to return to the king’s allegiancels.
The king was caught and banished to Namrup and later put to
death for intriguing to recover the throne.

The eleven years between the death of Chakradhvaj Singh
in 1670 and the death of Sulikpha and accession of Gadapani
in 1681 were years of weak and incompetent princes and of
unscrupulous and ambitious ministers, of internal corruption and
dissensions and intrigues, that undermined Ahom rule and power
and prevented the Ahoms presenting a united front against their
external foes. In the short space of eleven years there were
no less than seven kings, not one of whom could die a natural
death ; Debera Bar Barua., Sangrai Burha Gohain, Laluk Bar
Phukan, the scheming ministers shared no better fate. There
were collusions with the common foes with a view to inducing
them to attack the Ahom territory, Gauhati was surrendered
to the Muhammadans ; the era was one of political instability
and internal turmoill4.

Gadadhar Singh (1681-1696) : Gadapani assumed the
Ahom name Supatpha and the Hindu name Gadadhar Singh.
He made Barkola his capital. He equipped the army to oust
the Muhammadans from Gauhati. The forts at Bansbari and
Kajali fell ; a great naval victory was won near the mouth of
the Bar Nadi ; the enemy fleet fell into the hands of the Ahoms ;
the Faujdar of Gauhati fled, pursued by the advancing Ahoms
upto the Manas'®. At Gauhati gold, silver, elephants, horses,

11. Ibid, p. 44.

12. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), p. 145.

13. Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, p. 45, Assam Buraniji.
14. Gait, History of Assam, p. 166.

15. S. K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji (S.M.), pp. 146-148.
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buffaloes ; cannon, guns swords, spears were taken ; the spoils
offered to the king were distributed by him amongst the victo-
rious officers. The Bhatdhara Phukan who had incited the
Muhammadans to invade Assam was captured, made to eat the
flesh of his own son and later put to death!'s. A captured
Muhammadan spy was taken round the camp, shown the dis-
positions of the Ahom commanders and then killed'”. This
was the last Muhammadan war. Henceforth the Manas river
was accepted by both sides as the boundary. Three cannon at
Dikom, in the Indian Museum and outside the house of the
Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur bear the inscription : “KING
Gadadhar Singh, having vanquished the Mussalmans at Gaubhati,
obtained this weapon in 1604 Sak (1682 A.D.)” 18

There were conspiracies. The Bar Phukan and Pani Phukan
were arrested and tried by the three Gohains and were found
guilty ; for past services their lives were spared ; but they were
dismissed!® ; some minor officials were put to death. For a
second conspiracy, the ring-leaders had death penalty. A sear-
ching enquiry was made ; the Burha Gohain, the Bar Barua, the
new Pani Phukan were dismissed ; many were executed or bani-
shed to Namrup. The new Burha Gohain proved to have
misappropriated stray cattle was put to death along with his
sons?°.

In 1685 the Miris raided and set fire to the Sadiyakhowa
Gohain’s house. A punitive expedition was sent and they were
defeated with four killed, many made prisoners and much booty
taken. Embanked roads were constructed from the Brahmaputra
to two forts in the Miri country and were furnished with fortified
gateways as a precautionary measure against fruther raids?!.
The Sadiyakhowa Gohain was dismissed for apathy during
operations. The Nagas raided the Doyang valley ; a punitive

16. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, p. 262.
17. Ibid, p. 263.

18. Gait, History of Assam, p. 167.
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21. S. K. Bhuyan, Tungkhungia Buranji, pp. 24-f.



56 ASSAM IN THE AHOM AGE

expedition was sent ; their houses were burnt down ; they sub-
mitted and gave compensation for the losses caused to the
villages®?2. Against the Namsang Nagas also an expedition was
sent because of a raid by them ; many including their chief were
captured and beheaded.

The neo-Vaishnava sects founded on Sri Sankar Deb’s
teachings now attained remarkable dimensons. There were many
religious preceptors and their followers who claimed exemption
from the liability to fight and assist in the construction of roads,
tanks and other public works. The Sakta Brahmans who had
the king’s ear exaggerated the serious inconvenience thus caused.

Gadadhar Singh was a good liver ; he was afraid that his
people would physically deteriorate if they ceased taking flesh
of cattle, swine and fowls and strong drinks, as enjoined by the
Gosains. He had also a personal grudge against some of the
leading Gosains for refusing him shelter when he was in hiding
and for dissuading the Bar Phukan from setting him up as king
in the place of the Lara Raja. He resolved to break their power ;
many were sent to Namrup and put to death ; the Auniati Gosain,
Keshab Deb saved himself by hiding in a Chutiya vllage ; the
Dakhinpat Gosain was deprived of his eyes and nose, his pro-
perty was confiscated and his gold and silver idols were melted
down?®. The Bhakats did not fare better. Ganaks, Kayasthas,
Kalitas were spared ; Kewats, Koches, Doms and Haris were
hunted down, robbed, forced to eat the flesh of swine, cows,
fowls, or deported or made to work as coolies on roads or muti-
lated, sacrificed to idols or put to death. The persecution was
widespread ; no one of any persuasion, having anything worth
taking, appeared to be safe. When the climax was reached,
the king ordered stoppage of persecution and restitution in cases
where people were wrongfully despoiled?¢.

When Gadadhar Singh ascended the throne, the kingly office
was fast sinking into insignificance and authority was being mono-
polised by the nobles; very soon he broke their power and

22. Golap Chandra Barua, Ahom Buranji, pp. 267-ff.
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vindicated the supreme authority of the monarch. At the time
of his accession, the Ahom power was being weakened by inter-
nal dissensions ; patriotism was on the wane, there were deser-
tions to the Muhammadans who reoccupied Gauhati; the
emboldened hill tribes harried and raided submontane villages.
Before his death he quelled internal disputes, revived the national
spirit, drove the Muhammadans beyond the Manas, stopped
raiding and restored the prestige of the Ahoms among the tur-
bulent frontier tribes.

He patronised Shakta Hinduism. The temple of Umananda,
on Peacock Island, opposite Gauhati, was built under his aus-
pices?s. It is from his reign that the earliest known copper
plates recording grants of land by Ahom kings to Brahmans or
Hindu temples date2®.- His brutal treatment of Vaishnava sects
cannot be justified. There can be no doubt, however, that their
priesthood was already becoming excessively powerful and the
inordinate growth of this power became in later times a bar to
political stability and progress and serious menance to established
institutions and the consequent Moamaria insurrection ultimately
convulsed and shattered the Ahom kingdom to pieces.

He commenced a detailed survey of the country. When
in hiding in Lower Assam_ he got acquainted with the land mea-
surement system of the Muhammadans and issued orders for
introduction of a similar system throughout his dominions.
Surveyors were imported from Koch Bihar and Bengal. The
work was first begun and pushed on vigorously in Sibsagar but
was not completed until after his death. The method of survey
was probably that which obtained when Assam was occupied by
the British, i.e., the area of each field was calculated by measur-
ing the four sides with a ‘nal’ or bamboo pole, 12 feet long, and
multiplying the mean length by the mean breadth. The unit
of area was the ‘pura’ or four standard bighas of 14,400 square
feet each.??

The king was a man of very powerful physique with a gross

25. S. K. Bhuyan, Assamar Padya Buranji, p. 39.
26. Gait, History of Assam, p. 170.
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58 ASSAM IN THE AHOM AGE

appetite, his favourite dish being coarse spring rice and a calf
roasted in ashes. Gadadhar Singh died in 1696. The body
of the king was interred at Charaideo with great ceremony. An
effigy of the king was made and adorned with fine clothes ; ap-
pointed men for the purpose made daily offerings of pigs, fowls,
fish and wine to it. The Ahoms were feasted on the flesh of
swine and buffaloes®®.

Rudra Singh (1696-1714) : Gadadhar Singh’s elder son
ascended the throne at Garhgaon, taking the Hindu name Rudra
Singh and the Ahom name Sukhrungpha. The king reversed
his father’s policy regarding Vaishnava Gosains??. The Brahman
Gosains were permitted to resume their positions and normal®®
work but they were to have their headquarters on the Majuli.
The Auniati Gosain was recalled from exile and was honoured,
the king appointing him his spiritual preceptor. The persecu-
tion of the Sudra Medhis also stopped ; they were to wear as
their distinctive badge small earthen jars hanging from a string
round the neck ; the Brahmans were not to bend their knees
before them3!. Rudra Singh desired to build a palace and city
of brick, but there was no one in his kingdom who knew how
to do this. An artisan named Ghansyam was imported from
Koch Bihar and under his supervision numerous brick buildings
were made at Rangpur and Charaideo. The king rewarded
Ghansyam richly but a document containing full account of the
country and the inhabitants was detected in his possession before
his departure and on suspicion that he would bettray the Ahoms
to the Muhammadans, he was arrested and put to death32.

The Kacharis became reluctant to acknowledge the Ahom
hegemony and Tamradhvaj, their king, boldly asserted his in-
dependence ; Rudra Singh despatched two large armies to reduce
him to submission. The Bar Barua with over 37,000 men and
the Pani Phukan with 34,000 were to march into Kachari country

28. Gait, History of Assam, p. 171.
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via the Dhansiri Valley and the valley of the Kopili (and Raha)
respectively®3. The Bar Barua’s route lay through Rabha,
Samaguting fort, Namira fort on Nomal Hill, Lathia Hill, Amia-
khi, Tarang and Nadereng to Maibong and Mahur. In order
to maintain communcations and facilitate transmission of sup-
plies, forts were construcied and garrisoned on the route. The
Nagas gave trouble on the way but were effectively dealt with.
The Kachari offered sporadic, though feeble resistance but could
not prevent the Ahom advance. A large booty including a
cannon and 700